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CHAPTER  I. 

GEOGRAPHY,  INCLUDING  CLIMATE ?  AND  HISTORY. 

The  island  of  Mauritius  is  of  volcanic  origin.  The  dependencies 
comprise  a  large  number  of  small  islands  between  230  and  1,200 
miles  away.  The  largest,  Rodrigues,  which  lies  350  miles  to  the 
north-east  of  Mauritius,  had  a  population  of  8,202  in  April,  1931, 
whilst  that  of  the  lesser  islands  was  1,457. 

Mauritius  is  situated  just  within  the  tropics  and  enjoys  a  climate 
free  from  extremes  of  weather  except  that  tropical  cyclones  at  times 
cause  considerable  damage  to  crops,  but  rarely  to  buildings.  For  a 
great  part  of  the  year  south-east  trade  winds,  heavily  laden  with 
moisture,  blow  gently  over  the  island  tempering  the  tropical  heat. 
The  rain  falls  mostly  in  showers.  Particularly  in  the  summer 
months,  Hecember-March,  the  south-east  winds  are  replaced  by  the 
light  variable  winds  of  the  doldrums,  which  cause  discomfort  to 
Europeans,  although  the  temperatures  are  not  high,  whereas  in  the 
winter  months  in  the  residential  districts  at  altitudes  of  1,300  to 
1,800  feet  the  temperature  may  fall  to  50°  F.  The  yearly  rainfall 
varies  from  30  inches  on  parts  of  the  coast  to  150  inches  in  the 
upland  regions. 
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The  Mascarene  Archipelago  was  probably  known  to  Arab  navi¬ 
gators  at  an  early  date  and  was  no  doubt  visited  later  by  the  Malays 
who  colonized  Madagascar  in  the  15th  and  16th  centuries. 

The  Portuguese  rediscovered  it  in  1507.  They  only  used  the 
island  as  a  port  of  call  for  repairs  and  supplies,  and  let  loose  pigs, 
goats,  deer,  and  monkeys.  It  seems  probable  that  rats  were  intro¬ 
duced  in  this  period  as  they  were  a  serious  pest  to  the  succeeding 
Dutch  colonists. 

The  Dutch  took  possession  from  1598  and  were  employed  chiefly 
in  exploiting  the  ebony.  They  attempted  to  cultivate  sugar-cane, 
but  were  frustrated  by  rats.  Although  they  denuded  the  forests 
of  ebony  they  later  added  to  the  economic  resources  of  the  island  by 
introducing  useful  trees,  plants,  and  cattle.  Negroes  were  im¬ 
ported  for  labour,  and,  as  escape  into  the  forests  was  easy,  bands 
of  runaway  slaves  called  Maroons  were  formed.  The  combination  of 
the  rats  and  this  dangerous  population  of  mixed,  but  mostly  African, 
origin  uncontrolled  by  any  tribal  or  political  system  proved  too  much 
for  the  Dutch  who  abandoned  the  island  in  1710. 

The  French  annexed  it  in  1715,  and  by  1722  the  population,  apart 
from  Maroons,  amounted  to  160  persons,  soldiers,  colonists,  and 
slaves.  Mahe  de  la  Bourdonnais  was  chosen  to  develop  the  Colony 
and  arrived  in  1735.  In  order  to  make  the  island  self-supporting, 
he  introduced  manioc  and  maize  from  Brazil  and  promoted  the 
extension  of  agriculture  by  introducing  products  from  all  parts  of 
the  tropical  world.  He  especially  encouraged  the  cultivation  of 
sugar.  He  substituted  animal  draught  for  carriage  by  slaves,  and 
to  ensure  an  adequate  supply  of  labour  he  brought  slaves  from  Africa. 
From  an  encampment  of  straw  huts  he  built  up  Port  Louis  into  a 
town  of  public  buildings,  private  houses,  stores,  shops,  and  barracks. 
La  Bourdonnais  laid  the  foundations  of  modern  Mauritius. 

In  1755  large  herds  of  cattle  were  brought  in  from  Madagascar. 
Pierre  Poivre,  Intendant  in  1767,  established  the  cultivation  of 
cloves  and  nutmegs. 

In  1810,  when  Mauritius  became  British,  the  population  had 
grown  from  160  to  about  80,000,  of  whom  65,000  were  slaves. 
Sugar  was  then,  as  now,  the  principal  product,  and,  when  in  1825 
the  duty  of  ten  shillings  a  hundredweight,  levied  on  Mauritian 
sugar  entering  England  to  protect  the  West  Indian  sugar,  was  re¬ 
mitted,  cane  plantations  immediately  developed  to  a  large  extent, 
fresh  land  was  put  under  cultivation,  roads  were  opened,  and  steam 
power  was  applied  to  mills.  From  18,000,000  pounds  the  output 
of  sugar  rose  to  41,000,000  pounds  in  1827,  and  increased  annually 
afterwards. 

On  the  abolition  of  slavery,  68,613  slaves  were  freed,  and  the 
colonists  received  T2 ,112,632  in  compensation. 

In  1842  Indian  immigration  at  the  rate  of  6,000  a  year  was 
approved,  and  this  resulted  in  an  entire  change  of  the  balance  of  the 
population. 
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After  a  terrible  outbreak  of  malaria  in  1866  the  wealthier  in¬ 
habitants  of  Port  Louis  moved  to  higher  parts  of  the  island.  As  a 
result  the  country  towns  expanded  considerably  and  the  roads  were 
improved  and  extended.  The  railway,  begun  in  1859,  became  very 
popular.  One  of  the  most  striking  features  of  the  progress  made 
has  been  the  social  and  economic  development  of  the  Indians  who 
to-day  own  and  cultivate  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  whole  area 
under  sugar-cane.  At  the  end  of  1930  nearly  half  the  investors 
in  the  Government  Savings  Bank  were  Indians,  and  out  of  a  total 
of  nearly  Es.  5,500,000  deposited  there,  over  Es.  2,300,000  be¬ 
longed  to  Indians.  Besides  becoming  gardeners  and  taxi-drivers, 
many  Indians  have  taken  to  raising  cows,  goats,  fruits,  and  vege¬ 
tables,  and  the  supply  of  these  essential  foodstuffs  is  almost  entirely 
in  the  hands  of  Indians.  The  section  of  the  population  they  have 
displaced  centres  more  and  more  in  the  towns,  forming  the  clerk 
and  artisan  class. 

Prom  1902  to  1909  the  island  suffered  from  severe  financial  de¬ 
pression  owing  to  the  low  price  of  sugar.  Matters  were  aggravated 
in  1902  by  an  outbreak  of  surra  which  caused  great  havoc  among  the 
draught  animals,  and  necessitated  the  introduction  of  mechanical 
transport. 

A  Eoyal  Commission  was  appointed  in  1909  to  investigate  the 
resources  and  administration  of  the  island  and  reported  in  1910. 

About  1911  the  destructive  beetle  Phytalus  Smithii  was  discovered 
in  the  sugar-canes  and  at  the  present  about  four  hundred  millions 
of  the  insects  are  destroyed  every  year. 

The  great  rise  in  the  price  of  sugar  which  took  place  during  and 
after  the  War  brought  prosperity,  and  both  the  Government  and  the 
general  community  were  for  a  time  far  more  prosperous  than  ever 
before. 

As  a  result,  a  number  of  important  schemes  were  inaugurated, 
including  the  amelioration  of  sanitary  conditions,  the  improvement 
of  the  harbour,  the  extension  and  improvement  of  water-supplies 
both  for  domestic  purposes  and  for  irrigation,  the  improvement  of 
the  railways,  and  the  extension  of  education. 

Unfortunately,  however,  from  1921  onwards  the  price  of  sugar 
fell,  and  the  greatly  lessened  revenues  of  the  Colony  had  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  the  carrying  on  of  many  works  undertaken  in  better  times. 
In  1929  the  state  of  the  sugar  industry  was  so  bad  that  Sir  Francis 
Watts  was  appointed,  at  the  Colony’s  request,  to  visit  the  island, 
and  to  report  on  the  economic  situation.  The  Home  Government 
was,  however,  unable  to  approve  of  his  recommendation  that  a 
subsidy  should  be  given  to  sugar  beyond  the  preference  granted  on 
sugar  imported  into  the  United  Kingdom,  though  a  loan  was  made  to 
the  planters  from  local  funds.  Despite  this  loan,  however,  and  an 
earlier  loan  granted  in  1929,  the  condition  of  the  sugar  industry  at 
the  end  of  1930  was  extremely  serious. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

GOVERNMENT. 

The  Government  of  Mauritius  is  vested  in  a  Governor,  with  an 
Executive  Council  of  four  ex-officio  members,  and  a  Council  of 
Government. 

The  Council  of  Government  was  first  established  in  1825 .  It  con¬ 
sisted  of  the  Governor  and  four  officials. 

The  next  year,  the  Constitution  was  amended,  and  a  Council, 
including  unofficial  members,  was  introduced.  This  Constitution 
provided  for  a  Council  of  Government  composed  of  certain  officers 
of  the  Crown  and  of  an  equal  number  of  other  persons  to  be  taken 
from  the  chief  landed  population  and  principal  merchants  of  the 
Colony ;  seven  officials  and  seven  unofficials  were  accordingly 
appointed. 

In  October,  1885,  the  Constitution  was  given  its  present  form. 
The  Council  of  Government  is  now  composed  of  the  Governor,  eight 
ex-officio  members,  nine  members  nominated  by  the  Governor,  and 
ten  members  elected  by  the  population  :  of  the  latter,  two  represent 
the  town  of  Port  Louis,  the  capital  of  the  island,  and  the  remaining 
eight  the  rural  districts.  At  least  one-third  of  the  nominated 
members  must  be  persons  not  holding  any  public  office.  Debates 
in  the  Council  may  be  either  in  English  or  Erench. 

The  number  of  registered  electors  on  31st  December,  1931,  was 
10,497.  Every  male  person  is  entitled  to  be  registered  as  a  voter, 
who  is  qualified  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Has  attained  the  age  of  21  years  ; 

(2)  Is  under  no  legal  incapacity,  and  is  in  possession  of  his 
civil  rights ; 

(3)  Is  a  British  subject  by  birth  or  naturalization; 

(4)  Has  resided  in  the  Colony  for  three  years  at  least  previous 
to  the  date  of  registration,  and  possesses  one  of  the  follow¬ 
ing  qualifications  : — 

(a)  Is  the  owner  of  an  immovable  property  of  the  annual 
value  of  Rs .  300  ; 

(b)  Is  paying  rent  at  the  rate  of  at  least  Rs.  25  a  month. : 

(c)  Is  the  owner  of  movable  property  within  the  Colony 
of  the  value  of  at  least  Rs.  3,000 ; 

(d)  Is  the  husband  of  a  wife,  or  the  eldest  son  of  a 
widow,  possessing  any  one  of  the  above  qualifications  ; 

(e)  Is  in  receipt  of  a  yearly  salary  of  at  least  Rs.  6001,  or 
of  a  monthly  salary  of  at  least  Rs.  50  ;  and 

(/)  Is  paying  licence  duty  to  the  amount  of  at  least 
Rs.  200  a  year. 

The  ordinary  duration  of  the  sessions  of  the  Council  of  Govern¬ 
ment  is  eight  months,  from  May  to  December,  and  meetings  are 
held  on  alternate  Tuesdays  or  often er  when  necessary.  The  life  of 
a  Council  is  five  years. 
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The  town  of  Port  Louis  is  administered  by  a  Municipality,  an 
institution  which  dates  as  far  back  as  1790.  It  was  then  called 
“  Municipality  du  Canton  de  Port  Louis  ”  and  was  instituted,  as 
were  other  local  Municipalities  by  the  “  Assemblee  Coloniale. 
These  institutions  are  mentioned  in  the  law  of  the  constitution  of 
the  He  de  France  promulgated  by  the  “  Assemblee  Coloniale,”  on 
21st  April,  1791.  Sixteen  prominent  men  of  the  town  acted  as 
Councillors  of  the  “  Municipality  du  Canton  de  Port  Louis  ”  and 
were  denominated  the  “  Conseil  des  Notables.”  The  <£  Conseil  des 
Notables  ”  was  dissolved  in  1792.  It  was  reconstituted  at  the  end 
of  the  18th  century  under  the  denomination  of  the  “  Conseil 
des  Communes  ”  and  was  abolished  on  10th  February,  1820. 

The  (present  Municipal  Corporation  dates  from  1820,  the  first 
elections  taking  place  at  the  Masonic  Lodge  “  La  Triple 
Esperance  ”  from  21st  to  23rd  February.  On  24th  August,  1925, 
the  Municipal  Corporation  celebrated  the  75th  anniversary  of  its 
foundation. 

The  administration  of  the  other  principal  townships  of  the 
Colony,  viz.,  Curepipe,  Beau  Bassin  and  Bose  Hill,  and  Quatre 
Bornes  is  vested  in  Boards  of  Commissioners  appointed  annually  by 
the  Governor.  These  Boards  are  empowered  to  take  measures 
within  the  prescribed  limit  of  the  township  for  the  making,  main¬ 
tenance,  etc.,  of  roads,  sewers,  bridges,  canals,  and  other  works  of 
public  utility ;  for  the  prevention  of  fires  ;  and  for  the  proper  paving 
and  lighting  of  the  town  etc.,  provided  that  no  such  arrangements 
contravene  the  existing  sanitary  rules  and  regulations  made  by  the 
sanitary  authorities. 

In  addition  to  the  Township  Boards,  District  Boards  are 
appointed  annually  for  each  district.  These  Boards  are  empowered 
to  pass  regulations  for  the  making,  maintenance,  and  improvement 
of  branch  roads  and  footpaths,  and  for  the  levying  of  taxes. 

CHAPTEK  III. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  is  divided  for  statistical  purposes  into  the  general 
population,  i.e.,  Europeans  and  descendants  of  Europeans  and 
people  of  African  and  mixed  origin;  the  Indian  population,  i.e., 
Indian  immigrants  and  their  descendants  ;  and  the  Chinese  popu¬ 
lation,  i.e.,  Chinese  immigrants  and  their  descendants.  The  Indian 
population  is  much  the  largest  section. 

The  estimated  total  population  of  the  island  on  31st  December, 
1931,  was  391,044  distributed  as  under,  which  shows  a  decrease  of 
2,279  on  the  figures  of  the  census  held  on  26th  April,  1931,  viz.  : — 
General  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  116,502 

Indian  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  265,796 

Chinese  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,746 

The  geographical  distribution  of  the  population  is  shown  in  the 
following  table  : — 
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The  births  during  the  year  numbered  11,941  and  the  deaths 
15,467.  The  birth-rate  in  the  general  population  was  37.6,  in  the 
Indian  population  27.1,  and  in  the  Chinese  population  21.9  in  a 
thousand.  The  death-rates  per  thousand  in  the  three  groups  of 
the  people  for  1931  were  34.9,  41.7,  and  18.0  respectively. 

The  highest  death-rate  for  1931  is  shown  in  Black  River,  47.2, 
and  the  lowest  in  Plaines  Wilhems,  25.8,  in  a  thousand. 

The  death-rate  for  the  whole  Colony  was  39.1  and  that  for  Port 
Louis  38.6  in  a  thousand. 

The  marriages  during  the  year  numbered  1,236  as  compared  with 
1,277  in  1930.  The  marriage-rate  of  the  population  in  1931  was 
3.1  in  a  thousand. 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  was  2,425  as 
against  2,527  in  1930;  the  deaths  of  infants  representing  15.7  per 
cent,  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  for  the  year.  The  infantile 
mortality  rate  was  203  per  1,000  births. 

The  arrivals  in  the  Colony  amounted  to  3,662  in  1931  including 
discharged  seamen,  and  the  departures  from  the  Colony  numbered 
4,452  including  engaged  seamen  as  compared  with  3,918  and  3,461 
respectively  in  1930. 

Note. — The  birth  and  death-rates  for  1931  cannot  be  compared 
with  those  of  1930  in  the  1930  Report,  as  the  rates  for  that  year 
were  calculated  on  a  population  over-estimated  by  about  10,000 
with  respect  to  the  census  population. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

HEALTH. 

The  medical  and  sanitary  organization  of  the  Colony  is  embodied 
in  the  Medical  and  Health  Department.  The  Department  ad¬ 
ministers  three  central  hospitals,  five  district  hospitals,  a  mental 
hospital,  and  a  hospital  for  the  care  of  lepers.  The  Department 
employs  27  whole-time  Government  Medical  Officers  of  various 
grades  with  the  necessary  subordinate  staff. 

Each  district  of  the  Colony,  with  the  exception  of  Black  River 
which  is  near  the  large  Civil  Hospital,  Port  Louis  and  the  Vic¬ 
toria  Hospital,  Quatre  Bornes,  is  provided  with  a  hospital  for  the 
care  and  treatment  of  the  sick  poor  of  the  district.  The  District 
Medical  Officer  is  a  whole-time  Government  official  in  charge  of 
the  hospital  and  he  is  also  the  Poor  Law  Officer  of  the  district. 
Supplementing  the  hospital,  there  is  in  each  district  a  variable 
number  of  dispensaries  in  charge  of  resident  dispensers  which  are 
visited  at  regular  times  by  the  Government  Medical  Officer  for 
the  purpose  of  holding  consultations  for  those  of  the  poorer  classes 
who  attend.  The  Government  Medical  Officer  is  also  the  public 
vaccinator  of  the  district. 
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Hookworm  disease,  which  is  assuming  great  importance  in  the 
Colony  on  account  of  its  seriously  debilitating  effects  on  agricul¬ 
tural  labour,  is  treated  by  a  special  branch  which  was  originally 
built  up  by  the  International  Health  Board  of  the  Rockefeller 
Foundation  during  their  three-year  period  of  co-operation  with  the 
Government  of  Mauritius  in  devising  measures  for  the  relief  and 
control  of  hookworm  infection.  The  Hookworm  Branch  treats 
some  30,000  patients  annually,  by  systematic  work  district  by 
district. 

General  sanitation  is  regulated  by  a  code  of  elaborate  sanitary 
enactments  operated  through  a  staff  of  Medical  Officers  trained  in 
sanitation  assisted  by  the  appropriate  subordinate  officers. 

No  material  change  was  made  in  the  organization  during  the  year. 
The  death-rate  (39.1  in  a  thousand)  has  again  increased.  This  has 
been  partly  due  to  the  carry-over  from  1930,  when  conditions  were 
bad,  following  the  extensive  flooding  which  took  place.  But  in 
addition  to  this  carry-over  the  cyclone  of  March  was  followed  by  a 
very  unhealthy  state  of  affairs.  Owing  to  the  long  duration  of  the 
storm  extensive  floods  occurred  and  places  which  would  have  escaped 
serious  inundation  in  a  cyclone  of  short  duration  were  flooded  on 
this  occasion.  A  widespread  outbreak  of  malaria  was  the  result. 
In  addition,  malaria,  and  lung  and  intestinal  diseases  increased. 

Steps  were  immediately  taken  to  reinforce  the  officers  in  charge 
of  medical  relief  in  the  districts.  A  number  of  private  practitioners 
were  engaged  temporarily  and  provisionally  for  some  months. 

It  is  fortunate  that  the  water-supplies  were  not  damaged  by  this 
storm.  The  Port  Louis  chlorinators  stayed  at  their  posts  and 
carried  on  the  process  without  interruption. 

The  only  satisfactory  feature  of  the  cyclone  was  the  persistence 
of  fine  weather  after  the  storm  had  passed.  This  enabled  wrecked 
huts  and  houses  to  be  rebuilt  and  general  repairs  effected.  Ulti¬ 
mately  the  fine  weather  became  detrimental  as  it  prevented  the 
damaged  cane  from  making  the  recovery  it  might  otherwise  have 
made. 


CHAPTER  Y. 

HOUSING. 

The  housing  of  the  wage-earning  population  of  the  Colony  may  be 
considered  in  three  categories  :  (a)  housing  on  estates,  (b)  housing 
in  rural  areas  not  estates,  (c)  housing  in  towns. 

Estate  labourers  are  adequately  housed  as  a  rule.  They  are 
accommodated  in  lines,  or  rows  of  huts  constructed  either  of 
stone  or  of  wattle  and  daub,  with  roofs  of  thatch  or  corrugated 
galvanized  iron.  Thatch  is  the  more  common.  Adequate  pro¬ 
vision  is  made  for  the  ventilation  and  lighting  of  these  quarters,  but 
ventilation  and  lighting  appear  generally  to  be  disliked  by  the 
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occupants.  At  night,  every  accessible  crevice  is  carefully  closed, 
though  the  presence  of  ridge  ventilation  in  many  cases  assures 
reasonable  change  of  air  in  spite  of  the  efforts  of  the  occupants  to 
exclude  fresh  air  from  their  sleeping  apartments.  When  the 
dwelling  is  thatched  the  problem  of  assuring  adequate  ventilation  is 
difficult. 

The  lines  must  be  kept  clear  of  weeds,  and  all  houses  are  required 
to  have  a  clear  space  of  at  least  ten  feet  round  them. 

Each  camp  has  adequate  latrine  accommodation,  and  a  supply  of 
wholesome  water  is  laid  on,  though  in  many  cases  the  labourers 
prefer  to  use  the  polluted  water  of  streams  or  nearby  irrigation 
channels  for  their  domestic  purposes. 

As  a  general  rule,  the  lines  are  not  lit  at  night.  This  is  scarcely 
necessary  as  the  occupants  retire  shortly  after  sunset. 

The  housing  in  rural  areas  not  estates  is  fairly  satisfactory.  It  is 
in  the  labouring  class  of  the  population  that  one  can  very  often  see 
racial  difference  in  the  choice  of  building  materials.  The  negro 
will  build  an  untidy-looking  shack  of  old  timber,  scrap  pieces  of 
wood,  petrol  cases,  and  petrol  tins  hammered  out  flat,  whereas  the 
Indian  will  construct  a  very  neat  hut  of  wattle  and  clay  or  cowdung, 
on  a  stone  plinth,  furnished  with  a  small  verandah,  and  roofed  with 
a  compact  thatch.  The  amenities  of  life  are  few.  There  is  seldom 
water  laid  on  to  the  premises.  Unless  the  occupier  has  dug  a  well, 
he  generally  has  to  carry  his  water  from  the  nearest  standpipe  which 
may  be  some  five  hundred  yards  away. 

In  the  towns  conditions  are,  as  a  rule,  unsatisfactor}^.  The  chief 
features  about  the  town  housing  are  overcrowding  and  overbuilding  ; 
overcrowding  is  caused  by  poverty  and  overbuilding  arises  as  a 
necessary  consequence  of  overcrowding.  Manj^,  if  not  most, 
families  of  the  labouring  classes  live  in  one  room.  Fortunately, 
children  are  seldom  confined  to  the  house  on  account  of  inclement 
weather  and  they  can  pass  most  of  their  time  in  the  open  air. 
Rickets  is  very  uncommon  in  consequence,  as  are  other  consequences 
of  overcrowding  in  places  where  the  climatic  conditions  are  more 
severe  either  on  account  of  excessive  cold  or  excessive  light  and  heat. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

PRODUCTION. 

Agricultural  Conditions  in  1931, 

General. — An  extraordinarily  violent  cyclone  visited  the  island 
on  5th  March,  and  continued,  unabated,  for  three  days ;  the  damage 
to  crops  and  buildings  was  considerable.  The  Imperial  Govern¬ 
ment  has  now  guaranteed  a  loan  of  £ 750, 000  to  the  Colony  repayable 
in  40  years.  Of  this  amount  a  sum  of  £500,000  has  been  earmarked 
to  sugar  growers  and  the  balance  to  the  Government  for  public 
purposes. 
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Irrespective  of  the  cyclone,  the  year  was,  from  a  meteorological 
point  of  view,  a  favourable  one.  Eainfall  and  temperature  figures 
as  recorded  at  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  Eeduit,  are  given  in 


the  following  table  : 

Departure 

Departure 

Month  and  Year. 

Air 

from 

Eainfall. 

from 

Temperature. 

normal. 

normal. 

°C. 

°C. 

mjm. 

Per  cent. 

1930. 

November 

21*5 

—  0-1 

66-5 

+  26 

December 

23-3 

0-0 

162-8 

+  19 

1931. 

January  ... 

24-4 

+  0-4 

450-6 

+  70 

February  ... 

24-3 

+  0-1 

528-4 

+  91 

March 

24*  1 

+  0-5 

l,155-0(cyclone)  -j-250 

April  . 

23-3 

-f  0-7 

148-3 

+  34 

May 

20-8 

+  0-2 

83-8 

-  16 

June 

20-5 

+  19 

60-1 

-  32 

July  . 

19-0 

+  1-0 

35-2 

-  50 

August 

18-5 

+  0-6 

42-0 

-  21 

September 

19-5 

+  0-8 

35-0 

-  25 

October  ... 

20-4 

+  0-6 

20-8 

-  59 

November 

22-2 

+  0-5 

160-5 

+  214 

December 

23-7 

+  0-4 

46-0 

—  66 

The  damage  done  by  the  cyclone  was  heaviest  in  the  central  and 
southern  localities  of  the  island,  and  the  average  reduction  in  the 
sugar  crop  on  this  account  was  estimated  at  a  minimum  of  30  per 
cent,  for  the  whole  island. 

The  Sugar  Industry. 

Sugar  Production. — The  actual  production  of  sugar  for  1931  was 
164,000  metric  tons,  distributed  according  to  the  various  districts  and 
compared  with  previous  years  as  follows  : — 


Sugar  Production  in  Thousand  Metric  Tons. 


Districts. 

Pamplemousses 

and 

1931. 

1930. 

1929. 

1928. 

1927. 

Riviere  du  Rempart. 

41-81 

43-00 

54-68 

59-55 

52-72 

Flacq... 

•  •  • 

27-91 

37-81 

38-91 

41-17 

33-21 

Moka 

20-83 

32-10 

35-97 

34-76 

30-88 

Plaines  Wilhems 

11-64 

14-62 

15-66 

16-40 

15-06 

Black  River 

6-29 

9-81 

9-22 

9-72 

9-03 

Savanne 

27-01 

37-09 

36-41 

41-41 

35-88 

Grand  Port 

28-52 

46-53 

47-18 

50-42 

41-22 

Total  . . . 

•  .  . 

164-01 

220-96 

238-03 

253-43 

218-00 

Factory  Work. — The  extraction  of  sugar  per  cent,  of  weight  of 
cane  harvested  was,  in  1931,  10.61  as  compared  with  10.92  in  1930, 
The  proportion  of  raw  sugars  was  85  per  cent,  of  the  total  out¬ 
put  ;  granulated  whites  (vesous)  were  14  per  cent,  while  low  sugars 
were  about  1  per  cent. 

1672S  A  4 
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Area  under  Cane.—  Of  the  total  cane  harvested,  47  per  cent,  be¬ 
longed  to  estates  with  mills,  and  the  balance  to  estates  without 
mills  and  to  small  planters.  This  balance  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 
Estates  without  mills,  mostly  non-Indian,  in  the  proportion  of  about 
23  per  cent.,  and  small  planters,  mostly  Indian,  in  the  proportion 
of  30  per  cent. 

At  the  end  of  1931  the  total  area  under  sugar-cane  approximated 
to  134,915  acres  distributed  as  follows  :  — 

Acres. 

Estates  with  mills  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55,569 

Estates  without  mills  ...  ...  ...  ...  39,416 

Independent  planting  ...  ...  ...  ...  39,930 

Total  ...  134,915 


The  proportion  of  cane  lands  cultivated  by  Indians  entering  into 
the  above  figures  is  as  follows  :  — 

Acres. 

Estates  (with  or  without  mills)  ...  ...  ...  10,000 

Small  planters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52,826 

Total  ...  62,826 


The  majority  of  sugar  estates  are  staffed  by  Europeans  or  persons 
of  European  descent.  Staff  employees  on  all  estates  number  about 
a  1,000.  Many  of  the  day  labourers  employed  in  agriculture 
are  themselves  owners  of  small  plots  of  land  cultivated  in  canes ;  the 
number  of  these  men  is  about  13,000  and  the  average  holding  per 
head  about  1J  acres. 

The  method  whereby  cane  lands  have  passed,  and  are  still  pass¬ 
ing,  into  the  hands  of  the  Indian  peasants,  is  locally  termed 
“  morcellement  ”  or  parcelling-out  system.  A  large  estate  sub¬ 
divides  a  portion  of  its  domain  into  a  number  of  small  holdings  which 
are  occupied  by  the  Indian  peasants ;  they  cultivate  their  plots 
under  the  estate’s  control  and  often  with  the  estate’s  financial  help  ; 
but  they  are  bound  to'  sell  their  cane  to  the  estate  factory.  After 
a  certain  term  of  years  the  plot  of  land  is  paid  for  and  the  occupier 
becomes  the  legal  owner.  This  method  has  been  extensively 
practised  in  Mauritius  and  has  produced  a  considerable  increase  in 
the  cultivated  area  of  the  Colony. 

Disposal  of  the  sugar. — As  in  previous  years,  the  bulk  of 
Mauritius  sugar  went  to  the  United  Kingdom ;  the  local  con¬ 
sumption  amounts  to  about  8,000  tons  annually.  The  sugar  market 
in  1931  was  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  past  50  years,  the  average 
net  price  obtained  per  50  kilos  of  sugar  being  only  Ks.  5.90. 
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Economic  condition  of  the  Industry. — As  a  result  of  the  strained 
economic  conditions  very  considerable  reduction  in  expenditure  on 
estates  has  been  effected.  In  consequence  the  cost  of  production 
has  been  brought  down  to  a  low  figure  as  compared  with  figures 
of  former  years. 

;  ,  . .  - .  s  «  .  i 

Labour. — Expenditure  on  labour  is  one  of  the  principal  items 
which  has  undergone  restriction.  The  total  population  of 
Mauritius  according  to  the  1931  census  was  393,238.  Agricultural 
labourers  number  72,000  of  whom  14,730  are  females.  Of  the  male 
workers  53,154  belong  to  the  Indian  population,  and  of  the  female 
14,229.  Conditions  of  employment  are  reviewed  in  Chapter  VIII. 

Sugar  machinery  .—There  were,  in  1931,  42  sugar  factories  in 
operation.  During  the  year,  sugar  machinery  to  the  value  of 
Rs.  399,124  was  imported  and  tractor  parts  and  ploughs  to  the 
value  of  Rs.  864.  Mechanical  cultivation  is  practised  but  not  ex¬ 
tensively  owing,  mainly,  to  the  nature  of  the  soil.  In  1931  there 
were  90  farm  tractors  in  use  on  estates. 

Sugar-cane  Research  Station. — The  Sugar-cane  Research  Station 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  founded  in  1930,  was  actively  em¬ 
ployed  during  1931  in  attacking  the  more  pressing  problems  con¬ 
nected  with  the  genetics  and  biochemistry  of  the  sugar-cane  in 
Mauritius,  the  most  urgent  problem  in  hand  being  the  search  for 
a  new  cane  variety  to  replace  the  Big  Tanna  which  is  now  failing 
after  a  period  of  30  years’  supremacy  in  the  island. 

Pests  and  diseases  of  the  cane. — The  major  pest  of  the  sugar-cane 
continues  to  be  the  beetle  Phytalus  Smithii  Arrow.  This  insect 
now  occurs  over  approximately  58,000  acres.  The  number  of 
beetles  captured  during  the  1930-31  season  approximated  to-  3241- 
million  or  an  increase  of  59  million  over  the  previous  year’s  record. 
Expenditure  incurred  in  awards  for  beetles  captured  was  Rs.  66,252. 
It  is  intended  to  prosecute  the  campaign  against  this  pest  on  more 
extensive  lines  in  the  near  future,  but  a  change  in  organization  is 
in  contemplation  by  which  the  work  will  be  undertaken  almost 
entirely  by  the  planters  under  general  supervision  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Agriculture,  the  cost  being  borne  by  a  special  cess. 

Minor  Agricultural  Industries. 

Mauritius  hemp. — This  crop,  which  covers  in  all  about  20,000 
acres  mostly  in  a  wild  state,  suffered  considerably  from  the  cyclone. 
Furthermore,  the  market  deteriorated  to  such  a  degree  that  only 
455  tons  were  exported  as  against  1,464  in  1930,  and  2,500  in 
1929.  During  the  year  a  spinning  factory,  for  the  manufacture  of 
sugar  bags  from  Mauritius  hemp,  commenced  operations  and  it  is 
hoped  that  this  new  venture  will  improve  markedly  the  condition 
of  the  local  fibre  industry. 

16728  A  5 


14 


COLONIAL  REPORTS - ANNUAL. 


Tobacco. — Owing  to  the  unsettled  conditions  in  this  industy,  and 
in  part  to  the  cyclone,  the  area  grown  under  this  crop  shrank  to 
about  1,800  acres  as  against  3,600  last  year. 

A  central  grading  warehouse,  to  act  as  intermediary  between  the 
grower  and  the  manufacturer,  has  now  been  organized.  By  this 
means  it  is  hoped  to  establish  confidence  in  the  grower  and  eventu¬ 
ally  to  build  up  an  export  trade  in  well-graded  leaf. 

Tea. — The  total  production  was  18 ,000  kilos  as  against  19,000 
last  year.  Through  the  agency  of  the  Empire  Marketing  Board 
and  with  their  assistance,  the  Colony  was  visited  in  1930  by  an 
experienced  representative  of  the  tea  industry  in  Ceylon  who  re¬ 
ported  favourably  on  the  suitability  of  conditions  in  certain  parts 
of  Mauritius  for  the  growing  of  tea. 

Coconuts. — This  crop  was  seriously  damaged  by  the  cyclone. 
Most  of  the  copra  and  the  coconut  oil  exported  from  Mauritius  is 
the  produce  of  the  “  Oil  Islands  ”  (dependencies  of  Mauritius  such 
as  Agalega,  St.  Brandon,  Diego  Garcia,  Peros  Banhos,  &c.).  The 
total  export  of  copra  in  1931  was  2,069  tons,  and  of  coconut  oil 
3,471  litres,  as  against  1,734  tons  and  14,450  litres  respectively 
in  1930. 

Food  crops. — -The  staple  food  of  the  Colony  is  rice,  of  which 
about  60,000  tons  are  imported  annually,  mostly  from  India. 

Efforts  are  continually  being  made  to  encourage  the  production 
of  a  greater  amount  of  food  crops  locally.  In  past  years  these 
efforts  have  been  generally  nullified  by  the  incentive  to  cultivate 
the  more  remunerative  sugar-cane,  but  with  the  falling  prices  for 
sugar,  the  Indian  peasant  has  returned,  to  a  certain  extent,  to  food 
crops. 

Hill  rice  occupies  approximately  150  acres,  and  a  rice  mill  was 
opened  in  Port  Louis.  Maize  occupies  about  1,300  acres  and 
manioc  1,600  acres  ;  vegetables  3,500  acres  ;  potatoes,  sweet  potatoes, 
and  ground  nuts  together  cover  about  5001  acres;  orchards,  about 
1,300  acres  ;  bananas  about  600  acres,  and  various  other  crops  about 
800  acres. 

Fruit  canning  and  preserving . — The  factory  of  the  Mauritius 
Pineapple  Company  was  at  work  during  the  year  but  was  handi¬ 
capped  in  its  operations  by  the  lack  of  adequate  supplies  of  raw 
material.  The  area  under  pineapple  was  estimated  at  1501  acres. 

The  “  Granravien  ”  canning  factory  extended  its  activities 
during  the  year  producing  a  number  of  canned  goods  and  preserves 
some  of  which  have  met  with  a  considerable  measure  of  apprecia¬ 
tion  abroad. 

Alcohol. — Alcohol  distilled  from  molasses  amounted  in  1930-31  to 
618,172  litres  as  against  908,241  litres  in  1929-30.  The  quantity 
issued  for  human  consumption  amounted  to  522,181  litres,  while 
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178,460  litres  were  issued  for  industrial  purposes.  21,085  litres 
of  rum  were  exported  as  against  30,857  in  1930.  There  were 
seven  distilleries  at  work  during  the  year. 

Live  Stock  and  Animal  Produce. — The  number  of  bullocks  im¬ 
ported  for  slaughter,  mostly  from  Madagascar,  during  the  year 
was  4,574  valued  at  Es.  299,651  c.i.f.,  as  against  4,843  valued 
at  Es.  301,500  c.i.f.  in  1930.  Cattle  on  estates  number  12,004, 
sheep  1,073,  pigs  2,077,  and  goats  4,449. 

About  20  tons  of  butter  are  produced  locally  each  year  as  well 
as  approximately  10  million  litres  of  milk.  Pen  manure  can  be 
disposed  of  readily. 

Other  Manufacturing  Industries. 

There  were  in  1931  forty  engineering  establishments,  employing 
in  all  about  400  persons.  Bakeries  numbered  65,  employing  about 
300  persons.  There  were  34  lime  kilns,  using  coral  as  raw  material 
and  giving  employment  to  about  100  persons,  and  three  salt-making 
establishments  absorbing  approximately  100  persons. 

There  are  four  docks  (landing,  &c.)  supplying  work  for  about 
800  persons,  and  one  match  factory  occupying  150  persons. 
Cigarette  factories  number  nine.  There  are  four  hydro-electrical 
plants,  for  light  and  power,  giving  employment  to  about  400  people. 

In  addition,  a  number  of  less  important  industries  are  in  existence, 
e.g.,  aerated  water  works,  ice  making,  vinegar  making,  leather 
tanning,  boot  making,  cabinet  making,  &c.,  but  none  of  them  have, 
as  yet,  succeeded  in  finding  an  export  trade  for  their  produce. 

Fisheries. 

The  year  1931  will  be  remembered  as  a  very  bad  one  for  the 
fisheries  of  Mauritius.  The  effects  of  the  cyclone  on  the  coast 
w^ere  disastrous — owing  not  so  much  to  the  millions  of  young 
or  adult  fish  that  were  killed  and  thrown  up  on  the  shore  as  to  the 
destruction  of  feeding  grounds.  Most  of  the  lagoons  were  swrept 
clean  of  all  trace  of  certain  seaweeds  that  are  known  to  be  the 
chief  food  of  such  fish  as  licornes,  cordonniers,  &c.  Added  to 
this  the  torrential  rains  caused  such  floods  that  in  certain  parts  of 
the  coast  the  lagoons  became  lakes  of  fresh  water.  This  resulted 
in  the  death  of  millions  of  shell  fish  and  crabs.  Especially  to 
be  deplored  is  the  wholesale  destruction  of  a  species  of  “  puina  ” 
locally  known  as  “  hache  d’armeh’  This  shellfish  is  relished  by 
the  finest  local  fish,  the  ££  Gueule  pavee,”  and  was  much  used 
by  basket-trap  and  line  fishermen  as  bait.  In  the  bay  of  Mahebourg 
there  used  to  be  vast  stretches  of  sandy  bottom  closely  packed 
with  ££  hache  d’armes  ”  and  now  those  same  stretches  of  sand 
are  still  packed,  but  with  dead,  empty  shells — millions  of  them. 

After  the  cyclone  the  Government  opened  all  the  reserves  to  net 
fishing,  but  this  order  was  recalled  a  fortnight  later,  as  the  object 
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of'  the  measure,  i.e.,  to  provide  cheap  fish  for  the  stricken  popula¬ 
tion  was  not  obtained,  all  the  profit  going  to  middlemen,  fish¬ 
mongers,  &c.,  and  the  fish  continuing  to  be  sold  at  a  high  figure. 

Since  about  the  end  of  September,  matters  have  improved  some¬ 
what  owing  to  large  shoals  of  fish  visiting  our  lagoons.  But 
marketing  conditions  have  now  changed.  Through  the  general 
financial  depression  of  the  Colony  the  buying  power  of  the  public 
has  decreased  to  a  large  extent.  The  Central  Market  in  Port 
Louis  has  been  packed  with  fish  for  some  time,  but  the  prices  have 
been  such  that  the  fishermen,  middlemen,  etc.,  have  profited  little. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


COMMEEGE. 


The  total  value  of  the  foreign  trade  (in  merchandise)  of  the 
Colony  in  1931  was  Rs.  55,893,958. 

Comparative  figures  for  imports  and  exports  for  the  last  five  years 
and  1913  are  shown  below  : — 


1913 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

1931 


Imports. 
Rs.  (1,000). 

..  36,607 

..  55,185 

..  49,438 

..  46,428 

..  39,806 

..  32,064 


Exports. 
Rs.  (1,000). 

32,292 

56,613 

47,371 

52,450 

26,601 

23,830 


Total  Trade. 
Rs.  (1,000). 

68,899 

111,798 

96,809 

98,878 

66,407 

55,894 


Owing  to  the  low  price  of  sugar,  the  Colony  is  again  faced  with 
a  heavy  adverse  trade  balance.  This  however  has  not  been  so 
great  as  in  1930  owing  to  the  curtailment  in  the  amount  of  goods 
imported  and  to  a  reduction  in  their  value. 

The  above  figures  for  exports  include  re-exports,  which  amounted 
to  Rs.  947,723  in  1931,  compared  with  Rs.  941,670  in  1930  and 
Rs.  1,661,046  in  1929. 


Bullion  and  Specie  (not  included  in  the  foregoing  figures)  were 
imported  or  exported  to  the  following  amounts  in  the  last  three 


years  : — 

Imports. 

Exports. 

Bullion  and  Specie. 

Bullion  and  Specie. 

Rupees. 

Rupees. 

1929  ... 

...  10,096 

1,388 

1930  ... 

...  1,165 

4.500 

1931  ... 

802 

1,933,546 

Imports  of  Merchandise. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  in  1931  amounted  to  Rs.  32,064,074, 
compared  with  Rs.  39,806,180  in  1930,  and  Rs.  46,428,424  in  1929. 
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Quantity.  Value. 

Rs.  (1,000). 


1929. 

1930. 

1931. 

1929. 

1930. 

1931. 

Lice  (m.  tons) 

55,068 

51,912 

63,419 

11,208 

8,960 

7,772 

Other  grain  and  flour 

19,854 

16,952 

19,455 

3,935 

2,727 

2,256 

(m.  tons). 

Provisions  etc. 

— 

— 

618 

540 

463 

Manures  and  Fertilizers 

18,397 

16,653 

12,836 

2,847 

2,549 

1,667 

(m.  tons). 

Coal,  Coke  and  Patent  fuel 

50,251 

54,668 

45,883 

1,241 

1,343 

934 

(m.  tons). 

Petroleum  products(hectoh) 

140,808 

88,054 

98,125 

3,566 

1,787 

1,625 

Soap  common  (m.  tons)  ... 

1,551 

1,744 

1,665 

803 

833 

673 

Cement  (m.  tons)  ... 

6,840 

10,132 

3,313 

312 

494 

149 

Cotton  manufacture,  piece- 

10,920 

7,628 

7,639 

2,861 

2,329 

1,853 

goods  (1,000  met.). 

Woollen  manufacture, piece- 

98 

100 

64 

210 

263 

151 

goods  (1,000  met.). 

Wines  in  casks  (hectol.)  ... 

10,921 

6,716 

4,407 

533 

324 

207 

Wines  in  cases  (lit.) 

100,576 

97,766 

48,305 

165 

147 

79 

Spirits  (lit.) 

48,695 

30,994 

19,025 

171 

128 

87 

Tobacco — -All  sorts  (m.  tons) 

66 

69 

48 

317 

379 

288 

Motor  cars,  complete — 

129 

209 

115 

328 

454 

234 

(number.) 

Motor  lorries,  complete-— 

104 

82 

59 

242 

173 

116 

(number.) 

Boots  and  shoes  (not  rubber) 

128,181 

93,134 

124,624 

308 

246 

212 

(pairs.) 

Haberdashery  and  Millin- 

— 

— 

— 

542 

376 

268 

ery. 

Iron  and  Steel 

— 

— 

— 

881 

1,289 

956 

Silk  goods  ... 

— 

— 

— 

257 

429 

548 

Drugs 

— 

— 

— 

408 

351 

420 

Wearing  apparel  (except 

— 

— 

— 

418 

405 

385 

shoes.) 

Rubber  goods  (including 

— 

— 

— 

392 

413 

363 

tyres.) 

Machinery  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1,090 

1,116 

905 

The  financial  position  of  the  Colony  is  reflected  in  the  above 
figures.  Imports  of  rice  and  flour  have  not  decreased  in  quantity, 
but  this  can  be  attributed  to  the  marked  fall  in  prices  that  occurred 
during  the  year. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  importation  of  manures  and  fertilizers  fell 
by  33  per  cant,  and  petroleum  products  by  a  similar  amount. 
Luxury  imports  such  as  wines  and  spirits  decreased  by  over  50  per 
cent.  The  only  increase  among  non-essential  imports  occurred  in 
the  case  of  silk  manufactures,  and  this  was  due  to  importations  from 
Japan  and  China  of  extraordinarily  cheap  goods. 

Exports  of  Merchandise. 

The  total  value  of  the  exports  in  1931  amounted  to 
Bs.  23,829,884  compared  with  Bs.  26,600', 964  in  1930,  and 
Bs.  52,449,676  in  1929. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  sugar  exports  for  the  last  three 
years  and  in  1913  : — 

Metric  tons.  Value  in  Rupees. 


1913  . . . 

... 

.  187,772 

30,700,697 

1929  . . . 

... 

.  277,836 

49,407,725 

1930  ... 

... 

.  185,539 

24,846,253 

1931  . . . 

... 

.  178,808 

22,229,991 

The  principal 
follows  : — 

other  exports,  for  the  last 

three 

years,  were  as 

Quantity. 

Value  (Rupees  1,000). 

1929. 

1930.  1931. 

1929. 

1930.  1931. 

Aloe  fibre  (m.  Tons) 
(Mauritius  Hemp). 

2,459 

1,469  455 

828 

348  92 

Copra  or  Poonac 
(m.  Tons). 

1,391 

1,734  2,559 

281 

280  395 

Distribution  of  Trade. 

The  percentage  of  trade  distribution  for  the  last  three  years  and 
in  1913  was  as  follows  : — 

Imports. 


1913. 

1929. 

1930. 

1931. 

United  Kingdom 

33-2 

23-8 

25-1 

23-5 

Other  parts  of  the  British  Empire  ... 

42-6 

46-3 

44-5 

46-9 

Foreign  Countries 

24-2 

29-9 

30-4 

29-6 

100-0 

100-0 

100-0 

100-0 

Exports. 

United  Kingdom  ...  ...  ...  18-5 

87-6 

71-5 

77-6 

Other  parts  of  the  British  Empire  ...  77-0 

8-8 

24-7 

18-8 

Foreign  Countries  ...  ...  ...  4-5 

3-6 

3-8 

3-6 

100-0 

100-0 

100-0 

100-0 

Total 

Trade. 

United  Kingdom 

26-3 

57-6 

43-9 

47-6 

Other  parts  of  the  British  Empire  ... 

58-7 

26-4 

36-6 

34-3 

Foreign  Countries 

15-0 

16-0 

19-5 

18-1 

100-0 


100-0 


100-0 


100-0 
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The  principal  countries  from  or  to  which  the  commodities  come 
or  go  are  indicated  below  : — 


Imports . 


Value 

in  Rupees 
1913. 

(1,000). 

1929. 

1930. 

1931. 

United  Kingdom  ... 

.  12,149 

11,091 

10,450 

7,504 

India 

.  13,422 

17,576 

13,938 

11,576 

Australia  ... 

608 

1,867 

1,120 

1,330 

Union  of  South  Africa  ... 

1,163 

1,104 

1,372 

1,030 

China 

145 

645 

1,018 

1,219 

France 

3,444 

3,825 

3,069 

2,213 

United  States  of  America 

863 

3,319 

1,819 

1,369 

Value 

United  Kingdom... 

Exports, 
in  Rupees 

5,955 

(1,000). 

45,965 

19,023 

20,002 

Canada  ...  ...  ...  . . 

.  - 

3,921 

6,109 

2,724 

India 

.  21,032 

83 

'46 

19 

Course  of  Prices. 

Mean  prices  (c.i.f.  or  f.o.b.)  of  the  principal  articles  imported  or 
exported  are  shown  below,  for  the  last  two  years  : — 


Imports  (c.i.f.). 


1930. 

1931. 

c. 

G. 

Rice,  per  kilo 

17 

12 

Dhall  per  kilo 

18 

13 

Flour  per  kilo 

16 

Hi 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Bullocks  per  head  (for  food) 

63 

66 

c. 

c. 

Fertilizers  (chemical)  per  kilo  ... 

17 

13 

Petrol  spirits — per  litre  ... 

21 

16 

Cotton  piece-goods  (ordinary)  per  metre 

31 

24 

Soap,  common,  per  kilo  ... 

47 

40 

Exports  (f.o.b.). 

1930. 

1931. 

c. 

c. 

Sugar,  per  kilo 

13i 

121 

Aloe  fibre,  per  kilo 

24 

20 

Changes  in  the  Direction  of  Trade. 

Imports. — Japan  is  displacing  the  United  Kingdom  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  exporter  of  “  cottons  ”  to  Mauritius.  Generally,  trade  with 
the  Far  East  gained  ground  throughout  the  year. 

Exports. — The  great  bulk  of  the  sugar  exports  which,  in  pre-war 
years  went  to  India,  now  goes  to  the  United  Kingdom. 
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Development  of  Empire  Trade. 

From  time  to  time  the  Preferential  Tariff  of  the  Colony  in  favour 
of  United  Kingdom  and  Canadian  goods  is  extended.  Much  larger 
quantities  of  tyres  and  tubes,  silk,  indigo,  and  motor  cars  are  now 
imported  from  the  Empire  as  a  consequence  of  preference. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

WAGES  AND  COST  OF  LIVING. 

Wages  and  salaries  have  been  reduced  in  1931  owing  to  the  diffi¬ 
culties  created  in  all  local  industries  by  the  low  selling  price  of  sugar. 
Male  agricultural  labourers  under  monthly  contract  receive,  on  the 
average,  Rs.  10  per  month  in  cash  together  with  rations,  free 
lodging,  and  medical  attendance,  equivalent  in  all,  at  the  rates 
current  in  1931,  to  Rs.  22  per  month.  Male  day  labourers  receive 
Rs.  0.70  to  Rs.  0.75  per  day,  but  during  harvest  time  they  can  make 
double  that  amount.  Female  labourers,  whether  working  by  month 
or  by  day,  receive  about  half  the  wages  of  male  workers. 

The  remuneration  for  piece-work  in  agriculture  paid  in  1931  was 
as  follows  : — 

Per  acre. 

Rs. 

Cleaning  land  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40-50 

Digging  cane  holes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8-18 

Manuring  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15-16 

Weeding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5-7 

Cutting  cane  (20  tons  per  acre)  ...  ...  ...  10-12 

Industrial  day  workers,  artisans,  etc.,  are  paid  on  the  average 
Rs.  1.50  to  Rs.  2.00  per  day.  Those  employed  by  the  month 
(fitters,  mechanics,  carpenters,  joiners,  masons,  smiths,  etc.), 
receive  Rs.  40  to  Rs.  80  according  to  circumstances. 

The  number  of  persons  employed  in  agriculture,  whether  by 
month  or  by  day,  was  72,027  (1931  census  figures),  in  various 
manufacturing  industries  15,085  and  in  building  2,438. 

As  regards  domestic  service,  wages  vary  from  Rs.  30  to  Rs.  40 
per  month  for  a  butler  or  a  cook.  Chauffeurs  get  Rs.  30  to  Rs.  50 
per  month,  maids  and  “  chokras  ”  Rs.  10  to  Rs.  20  per  month. 
The  number  of  persons  engaged  in  domestic  service  was  14,913 
(1931  census). 

The  number  of  hours  worked  without  overtime  is,  for  labourers 
in  Government  employment ,  generally  48  hours  per  week ;  for 
agricultural  labourers  40  to  48  according  to  tasks ;  for  industrial 
workers  generally  48. 
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Salaries  paid  in  1931  for  senior  officers  are  given  in  the  follow¬ 
ing  table  : — 

Rs. 

Per  annum. 


Managers  of  sugar  estates  ...  ...  } 

Senior  Government  officials  ...  ...  f 

Government,  banks,  and  commer¬ 
cial  clerks  (higher  grade)  ... 

Clerks  and  employees  on  sugar  estates 
Junior  clerks  and  employees  ... 


J 0,000  to  15,000 


5,000  to  9,000 
2,000  to  4,000 
1,000  to  2,000 


During  the  year,  the  cost  of  living  continued  on  the  downward 
trend  until  August,  after  which  a  rise  was  in  evidence. 

Eice,  the  staple  food  of  the  population,  decreased  to  index  77  (the 
index  for  1914  was  100)  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year  but 
ascended  to  86  in  the  last.  Dhall  was  at  86  in  the  third  quarter 
and  at  92  in  the  last.  Lentils  and  beans  decreased  from  95  and  90 
respectively  in  the  first  quarter  to  82  and  80  in  the  last.  Flour, 
which  had  dropped  to  61  in  the  third  quarter,  rose  to  72  in  the  last. 
Oils  rose  from  72  in  the  first  quarter  to  110  in  the  last ;  lard  de¬ 
creased  from  148  in  the  first  quarter  to  66  in  the  last.  Tea  and 
coffee,  upon  the  whole,  decreased,  while  salt  beef  and  salt  pork 
remained,  on  the  average,  about  the  same  level. 

Articles  of  clothing  which,  during  the  first  three  quarters  had 
been  stationary  at  about  154,  rose  to  174  during  the  last  quarter. 

The  total  cost  of  living  for  1931  was  indexed  as  follows  : — 


1st  quarter 
2nd  quarter 
3rd  quarter 
4th  quarter 


134.7 

127.0 

127.0 

131.0 


The  mean  for  the  year  was  130.0  as  compared  with  150.3  in  1930. 
The  above  figures  refer  especially  to  the  labouring  classes.  The 
index  numbers  for  the  cost  of  living  for  the  upper  classes  have  not 
fallen  to  the  same  extent. 


The  purchasing  power  of  labourers’  wages,  expressed  in  terms  of 
rice  (the  staple  food  of  the  people),  is  set  out  in  the  following 
table,  which  portrays  also  this  particular  state  of  affairs  since 
1927 


Y  ear. 

Average  daily 

Average  price  of 

Purchasing 
power  of  the 

wage  of  a  male 

the  cheaper  rice. 

wages  expressed 

labourer. 

per  lb. 

in  lb.  of  rice. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

lb. 

1927 

1*25 

0-13 

91 

1928 

1-25 

0*10 

121 

1929 

1-00 

0-10 

10 

1930 

0-80 

0-09 

9 

1931 

0-75 

0-08 

9 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

EDUCATION  AND  WELFARE  INSTITUTIONS. 

Primary. — Primary  education  is  not  compulsory,  but  it  is  given 
free  through  Government  and  State-aided  schools  which  are  open 
to  all  children  of  the  Colony.  There  are  128  primary  schools 
altogether  with  a  staff  of  975  teachers,  and  the  number  of  pupils 
on  roll  in  1931  was  36,691.  State-aided  schools  are  under  the 
control  of  Managers,  and  the  Government  contribution  includes  the 
salaries  of  the  teachers  together  with  recurrent  grants  to  meet 
part  of  the  expenditure  on  maintenance  of  school  buildings  and 
furniture. 

Children  of  not  less  than  5  years  of  age  are  admitted  in  a  pre¬ 
paratory  class  and  undergo  a  training  before  being  promoted  to  the 
lowest  form. 

The  curriculum  of  studies  includes  the  teaching  of  English, 
French  and  arithmetic.  In  the  higher  classes  elementary 
history  and  geography  are  taught  and  girls  study  needlework. 
Regular  instruction  is  also  given  in  physical  drill,  nature  study, 
hygiene,  and  elementary  principles  of  agriculture.  Examinations, 
conducted  by  a  staff  of  Inspectors,  are  held  annually. 

Fourteen  apprenticeships  are  awarded  annually  to  primary  school 
pupils  to  encourage  the  study  of  needlework  and  handicrafts. 
Twenty-six  Scholarships  and  Exhibitions  tenable  at  the  secondary; 
schools  managed  by  Government  are  awarded  every  year  through 
competitive  examinations  to  the  best  pupils  attending  primary 
schools. 

Technical  instruction  was  provided  in  three  principal  centres 
which  have  recently  been  closed  on  grounds  of  economy,  and  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  Financial  Commission  referred  to'  in 
Chapter  XVI.  It  is  still  provided  on  a  moderate  scale  in  a  fewT 
aided  primary  schools. 

There  are  now  thirty  gardens  attached  to  the  primary  schools, 
and  cultivated  by  the  pupils  themselves.  These  are  regularly 
inspected  by  officers  of  the  Agricultural  Department  who  give  advice 
as  to  proper  cultivation. 

Secondary. — There  are  two  categories  of  secondary  schools,  viz.  : 
(i)  secondary  aided  schools,  which  are  managed  privately  but  are 
under  Government  control,  and  (ii)  the  Royal  College  and  the 
Royal  College  School  which  are  managed  by  Government. 

(i)  Aided  secondary  schools. — Government  grants  to  secondary 
aided  schools  are  assessed  with  reference  to  attendance  and 
efficiency,  as  tested  by  inspection  and  examination,  and  not,  as 
in  the  case  of  primary  aided  schools,  with  reference  to  maintenance 
and  salary  charges. 
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These  schools  provide  not  only  for  elementary  education  such  as 
is  given  in  primary  schools  but  also  for  higher  education  leading  up 
to  the  Cambridge  School  Certificate  and  the  London  Matriculation. 

The  curriculum  of  studies  includes  the  teaching  of  English, 
French,  mathematics,  needlework  (for  girls),  hygiene,  history,  and 
geography.  In  addition  to  these,  drawing  and  music  are  taught 
on  a  more  moderate  scale. 

These  schools  are  visited  periodically  by  the  Chief  Inspector  of 
Schools,  who  examines  the  lower  forms.  The  middle  and  higher 
forms  are  examined  partly  by  local  examiners  and  partly  through 
examinations  conducted  by  the  Syndicate  of  the  University  of 
Cambridge. 

Working  hours  in  both  primary  and  secondary  schools  extend, 
as  a  general  rule,  from  10  a.m.  to  3  p.m.,  no  provision  being  made 
for  evening  classes. 

(ii)  The  Eoyal  College. — The  Royal  College,  Curepipe,  is  a 
Government  school  for  the  higher  education  of  boys  up  to  the  age 
of  20  ;  affiliated  to  it  is  the  Royal  College  School  at  Port  Louis, 
where  boys  under  the  age  of  18  are  educated  on  the  same  lines. 
The  staff  of  the  Royal  College  consists  of  Rector,  Senior  Master, 
eleven  Masters  with  degrees  in  Honours  at  British  Universities,  and 
eleven  Assistant  Masters  locally  appointed ;  and  at  the  Royal  Col¬ 
lege  School,  of  Headmaster,  two  Masters,  and  eight  Assistant 
Masters.  Assistant  Masters  are  encouraged  to  take  the  B.A.  and 
B.Sc.  Examinations  of  London  University.  The  College  has  well- 
equipped  chemical  and  physical  laboratories ;  but  almost  as  many 
pupils  follow  classical  as  scientific  studies. 

Admission  to  the  College  is  conditional  upon  passing  an  entrance 
examination  or  winning  either  one  of  the  twenty  Annual  Primary 
Schools  Scholarships  and  Exhibitions,  or  a  Secondary  Schools 
Scholarship  or  Exhibition  (one  of  each  is  awarded  annually).  The 
boys  are  drawn  from  all  classes  and  races  in  the  Colony,  and  range 
in  age  from  ten  to  twenty  years. 

About  ten  College  Scholarships  and  Exhibitions  are  awarded 
annually  to  College  pupils  and  also  a  Classical  and  a  Modern 
Scholarship  of  the  present  value  of  Tl,300  (with  first-class  passage 
to  and  from  England)  tenable  for  four  or  five  years  at  a  British 
University  or  any  other  approved  place  of  education  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

Besides  the  winners  of  these  scholarships,  a  few  boys  whose 
parents  can  afford  it  go  to  England  or  France  to  study  a  profession, 
usually  Medicine  or  Law,  and  almost  always  return  to  Mauritius 
to  practice.  Of  the  remaining  pupils  the  majority  on  leaving  the 
College  find  employment  in  the  island. 

The  boys  receive  a  training  in  classical  and  scientific  subjects  ; 
specialization  begins  at  the  entrance  class  ;  and  the  division  into 
modern  and  classical  sides  becomes  complete  in  the  Senior  Cam¬ 
bridge  Class. 
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In  addition  to  the  standard  secondary  education  there  are  addi¬ 
tional  classes  in  drawing,  shorthand,  and  book-keeping  and  exten¬ 
sion  classes  where  candidates  for  Pharmaceutical  Diplomas  and 
other  public  science  examinations  are  helped  in  their  studies. 

The  number  of  pupils  on  the  roll  of  the  Royal  College  in  January, 
1931,  was  356,  and  of  the  School,  167.  The  average  attendance  at 
the  College  was  305  and  at  the  School,  150. 

Encouragement  is  given  to  athletics,  rugby  and  association  foot¬ 
ball,  hockey,  boxing,  and  physical  training  and  gymnastics,  in 
which,  although  by  no  means  all  the  boys  join,  the  standard  of 
proficiency  is  high. 

Welfare  Institutions. 

There  are  five  Roman  Catholic  infirmaries  for  men  and  women 
and  two  orphanages  for  children  under  the  management  of  Sisters 
of  Mercy,  also  an  orphanage  for  boys  and  one  for  girls  under  the 
■control  and  management  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  one 
*  ‘  home  ’  ’  for  men  and  women  under  the  management  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland.  These  institutions  receive  from  the  Government  a 
maintenance  fee  for  each  pauper  maintained  therein. 

Outdoor  assistance  to  paupers  is  granted  by  the  Poor  Law 
Department. 

Several  private  religious  societies  for  the  distribution  of  assistance 
in  food  and  medical  care  are  also  in  existence.  The  “  Societe 
Eranpaise  d’ Assistance  ”  assist  chiefly  destitute  French  people. 

The  Child  Welfare  Committee  and  the  £‘  Oeuvre  de  la  Goutte 
de  lait,”  two  philanthropic  institutions,  deal  especially  with 
expectant  or  nursing  mothers  and  their  babies. 

The  Workmen’s  Compensation  Ordinance  provides  for  the  grant 
of  a  compensation  by  the  employer  to  workmen  who  may  be  injured 
in  the  course  of  their  work. 

Kecreation,  Music,  Art,  and  Drama. 

Association  football  is  the  most  popular  form  of  sport,  and  there 
is  a  stadium  at  Curepipe,  a  second  at  Cassis,  on  the  outskirts  of 
Port  Louis,  and  a  third  at  Rose  Hill.  Golf,  tennis,  cricket,  hockey, 
and  Rugby  football  are  played  mostly  by  the  better  classes.  The 
Mauritius  Turf  Club  and  the  Mauritius  Jockey  Club  hold  race  meet¬ 
ings  from  June  to  September  at  Champ  de  Mars,  Port  Louis,  and 
Mangalkhan  ;  and  regattas  are  held  by  the  yacht  clubs  at  Mahe- 
bourg  and  Tombeau  Bay.  “  La  Chasse,”  or  the  shooting  of  driven 
deer  can  be  said  to  be  the  national  sport  of  Mauritius.  The  season 
is  from  June  to  the  beginning  of  September. 

There  are  several  flourishing  companies  of  Girl  Guides  and 
Brownies  ;  the  latter  are  known  locally  as  Blue  Birds.  The  Boy 
Scouts  have  not  been  so  successful  as  the  Girl  Guides,  but  efforts 
are  being  made  to  encourage  the  movement. 
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There  is  not  much  encouragement  for  any  of  the  arts.  Music  is 
fostered  by  the  Parish  Churches,  whose  amateur  singers  will 
frequently  give  concerts.  Besides  Church  organists  the  Christian 
Brothers  are  almost  alone  in  providing  musical  training. 

The  Municipality  of  Port  Louis  has  instituted  a  drawing  class, 
practically  the  only  encouragement  to  local  talent.  The  Institute 
has  a  collection  of  pictures  presented  by  Mr.  Eochecouste,  but 
there  is  no  other  art  gallery. 

As  for  drama,  there  are  occasional  performances  given  by 
amateurs,  but  no  permanent  society  has  been  formed.  In  better 
times  the  Municipality  of  Port  Louis  subsidizes  a  theatrical  com¬ 
pany  from  France  which  plays  in  the  theatre  at  Port  Louis.  The 
Chinese  have  their  own  theatre  in  the  town  to  which  companies 
come  from  China  when  conditions  are  more  prosperous. 

There  exists  a  “  Eoyal  Society  of  Arts  and  Sciences  ”  which 
was  founded  in  1829  under  the  title  of  “  Soeiete  d’Histoire 
Naturelle  ”  and  was  granted  a  Eoyal  Charter  in  1846.  It  interests 
itself  in  most  branches  of  science  and  arts  especially  those  re¬ 
lating  to  questions  of  agriculture  and  the  national  history  of  the 
Colony.  The  Society  was  incorporated  with  the  Mauritius  In¬ 
stitute  in  1906  and  its  library  is  being  transferred  to  the  Institute 
librarv.  , 

CHAPTEE  X. 

1  ;  .  '• 

COMMUNICATIONS  AND  TRANSPORT. 

Roads. 

The  Colony  is  well  served  with  494  miles  of  first-class  roads 
called  “  main  roads  ”  and  188  miles  of  second-class  roads,  called 

branch  roads  ”  which  are  maintained  by  the  Public  Works  De¬ 
partment.  This  gives  on  the  average  about  one  mile  of  road  per 
square  mile  of  area.  All  roads  are  metalled  and  the  surface  of 
137  miles  of  main  roads  has  been  coated  with  bitumen. 

Heavy  motor  vehicles,  with  axle  loads  of  not  more  than  eight 
tons,  are  allowed  on  practically  all  the  main  roads.  The  freight 
cost  of  road  motor  transport  in  1931  was  Es.  0.44  per  ton  mile  for 
short  distances  not  exceeding  five  miles.  The  passenger  rate  for 
motor  omnibuses  is  about  Es.  0.02  per  mile  with  a  minimum 
charge  of  Es.  0.05.  , .  r-;  < 

There  were  in  use  on  the  road  in  1931  : — 

1,578  private  motor  cars, 

384  lorries, 

289  motor  taxis, 

142  motor  cycles,  .*,v m 

141  motor  omnibuses. 
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Railways. 

The  Mauritius  Government  Railways,  which  are  of  the  British 
standard  4'8J"  gauge,  are  116.65  miles  long  (see  map  at  the  end 
of  this  Report).  The  North  Line  is  31  miles  long,  the  Midland 
Line  35.30  miles  long,  the  Moka-Flacq  Line  23.20  miles  long,  the 
Black  River  Line  12.75  miles  long,  the  Savanne  Branch  10.90 
miles  long,  and  the  Montagne  Longue  Line  3.50  miles  long.  The 
subsidiary  Bois  Cheri  2'6"  gauge  Light  Railway  is  15  miles  long 
and  acts  as  a  feeder  to  the  Savanne  Branch  in  the  transport  of  canes. 

The  whole  of .  the  Black  River  Line  and  a  part  of  the  Moka- 
Flacq  Line,  8  miles  in  length,  were  closed  to  passenger  traffic 
in  1929.  In  order  to  accommodate  the  public  and  test  the  experi¬ 
ment  of  feeding  the  Railway,  passengers,  in  the  areas  served  by 
these  lines,  were  temporarily  provided  with  a  Road  Bus  Service, 
by  contract  with  a  local  road  transport  company.  This  service 
was  not  a  financial  success  and  was  terminated  on  15tli  December, 
1931.  The  revenues  for  the  years  1929-30  and  1930-31  were  as 
follows  :  — 


Revenue 

Revenue 

Difference. 

1929-30. 

1930-31. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Passengers 

781,749 

608,668 

—  175,081 

Parcels 

98,084 

73,393 

—  24,691 

General  Goods 

...  1,313,577 

1,143,729 

—  169,848 

Miscellaneous. . . 

70,389 

60,987 

—  9,402 

Net  Revenue 

80,600 

119,354 

+  38,754 

Total 

...  2,344,399 

2,004,131 

-  340,268 

Goods  Tonnage 

409,830 

354,611 

—  55,219 

Road  competition  continues  to  depreciate  the  passenger  traffic, 
and  any  reduction  in  the  sugar  crop  inevitably  reduces  the  traffic 
receipts.  Further,  the  general  financial  depression  prevailing 
throughout  the  Colony  has  adversely  affected  the  Railway  revenue. 
Passenger  fares  were  reduced  in  January  1930,  in  the  hope  of 
arresting  the  then  very  rapid  fall  of  passenger  receipts ;  some  initial 
success  attended  this  measure  but  an  increase  in  the  bus  traffic  and 
reduction  of  the  road  fares  charged  were  beyond  the  resources  of  the 
Railway.  Heavy  cuts  in  Railway  expenditure  are  in  progress  and 
a  Bill  for  the  regulation  of  all  transport  in  the  Colony  is  under 
consideration. 

Comparative  figures  of  working  expenditure  for  the  years  1929-30 
and  1930-31  are  given  below  :  — 


1929-30. 

1930-31. 

Difference , 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Working  expenditure 

2,666,799 

2,442,547 

-  224,252 

Net  revenue  expenditure 

148,366 

344,700 

+  196,334 

Total  ... 

2,815,165 

2,787,247 

-  27,918 

The  excess  of  expenditure  over  revenue  was  Rs.  783,116. 
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Omnibuses. 

The  excellent  system  of  roads  connecting  the  various  parts  of 
the  Colony  has  greatly  facilitated  the  development  of  travelling  by 
motorbuses,  which  now  bring  the  remotest  places  of  the  island 
within  easy  and  speedy  access  of  Port  Louis,  and  afford  a  cheap 
means  of  travelling.  Rs.  0.15  is  charged  for  the  journey  from  Port 
Louis  to  Rose  Hill  (about  7  miles)  and  Rs.  0,25  from  Port  Louis 
to  Curepipe  (about  14  miles).  At  the  end  of  1931,  there  were  in 
existence  141  motorbuses,  and  those  on  the  road  to  and  out  of  Port 
Louis  carried  an  average  of  3,500'  persons  a  day. 

Tramways. 

Since  the  surra  outbreak  in  1901  which  decimated  the  cattle  of 
the  island,  a  system  of  mechanical  transport  by  tramways  has  been 
established  on  most  sugar  estates  for  the  transport  of  canes  from 
fields  to  factories  and  of  sugar  from  factories  to  Railway  stations, 
in  addition  to  motor  lorries.  There  are  some  900  miles  of  tram 
line  on  estates  and  7,150  wagons  driven  by  215  locomotives. 

Posts’  and  Telegraphs. 

Mails  from  Europe  are  received  by  the  Messageries  Maritime 3 
Company  via  Marseilles  and  the  Suez  Canal,  and  also  by  the  Royal 
Mail  Steamers  to  Cape  Town  and  Durban  and  there  transhipped 
to  any  steamer  sailing  for  Mauritius.  Mails  can  also  be  sent  by 
air-route  as  far  as  Kisumu  to  catch  the  steamer  at  Mombasa. 

The  Messageries  Maritimes  Steamers  call  regularly  every  fort¬ 
night.  Twenty-six  of  these  vessels  brought  mails  from  Europe  in 
1931,  and  the  average  time  taken  was  39.6  days.  Mails  from  India 
and  the  Ear  East  for  Mauritius  are  also  transhipped  on  the 
Messageries  Maritimes  at  Aden  and  Mombasa. 

Twenty-eight  ships  carried  European  mails  via  Union  of  South 
Africa;  the  average  time  taken  was  42.5  days. 

Altogether  the  tale  of  the  ships  carrying  mails  to  Mauritius  was 
209,  and  that  of  the  ships  carrying  them  away  was  192. 

The  Dependencies  of  Mauritius  consisting  of  Rodrigues  and  three 
groups  of  islands,  viz.  :  (1)  Diego  Garcia  and  Peros  Banhos,  (2) 
Agalega,  and  (3)  the  six  islands,  also  have  a  regular  mail  service 
from  Mauritius.  A  steamer  with  mails  leaves  every  two  months  for 
Rodrigues.  Sailing  vessels  leave  regularly  every  three  months  for 
the  three  groups  of  Oil  Islands. 

The  total  number  of  articles,  other  than  parcels,  which  passed 
through  the  Post  Office  in  1931  was  3,339,882. 

The  number  of  parcels  received  from  abroad  was  22,155  of  a  value 
of  Rs.  931,949.  There  came  from  the  United  Kingdom  4,456  ordi¬ 
nary  parcels  worth  Rs.  164,511,  and  1,942  cash-on-delivery  parcels 
worth  Rs.  84,135  ;  from  India  729  parcels  worth  Rs.  18,219,  from 
France  10,391  parcels  worth  Rs.  478,319,  and  from  other  countries 
4,637  parcels  worth  Rs.  186,765. 
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The  number  of  parcels  despatched  abroad  amounted  to  3,132  for 
a  value  of  Es.  55,252. 

Money  Orders  for  T3,380  were  issued  on  the  United  Kingdom  and 
Europe,  and  Orders  for  Es.  94,847  on  India. 

The  length  of  telegraph  lines  open  for  traffic  is  381  miles  and  the 
number  of  messages  dealt  with  during  the  year  was  89,345. 

Telegraphic  communication  with  the  world  outside  is  kept  up  by 
the  Eastern  and  South  African  Telegraph  Company,  but  there  is 
also  the  Eose  Belle  Wireless  Station  which  maintains  a  twenty-four 
hour  service,  and  works  mainly  with  ships  at  sea  and  with  Eeunion 
Island. 

The  station  was  built  in  1915  by  the  British  Admiralty  for  com¬ 
municating  with  ships  at  sea,  and  also  for  communicating  with  the 
various  Naval  Wireless  Stations  in  the  Indian  Ocean,  but  since 
June,  1923,  it  has  been  under  the  control  of  the  Mauritius  Govern¬ 
ment. 

During  the  cyclone  season,  from  November  to  April,  a  daily 
weather  report  is  broadcasted  to  all  ships  and  stations  in  the 
vicinity. 

The  normal  transmitting  range  of  the  station  is  500  miles  by 
day  and  1,000  miles  by  night ;  these  ranges  are,  however,  consider¬ 
ably  exceeded  during  the  non-cyclonic  season. 

The  receiving  range  of  the  station  is  world  wide,  and  is  limited 
only  by  atmospheric  storms  which  are  at  their  worst  during  the 
cvclonic  season. 

«y 

Messages  are  accepted  at  any  Post  Office  in  the  Colony  for  trans¬ 
mission  to  any  ship  within  transmission  range  of  the  station. 

The  public  telephone  system  belongs  to  the  Oriental  Telephone 
Company.  There  were  700  subscribers  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
two  less  than  the  year  before. 

The  Government  owns  a  Departmental  telephone  system,  the 
total  length  of  which  is  150  miles.  It  is  joined  up  with  the 
Company’s  system. 


Shipping. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  arrivals  and  tonnage  of  ships 
at  Port  Louis,  apart  from  the  coasting  vessels,  during  the  past  three 


years : 


1929 

1930 

1931 


Number.  Tonnage. 
194  542,314 

179  496,245 

187  537,760 


There  were  18  arrivals  of  sailing  vessels  from  the  Dependencies. 
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The  only  regular  lines  of  passenger  steamers  that  call  at  Mauritius 
are  the  Messageries  Maritimes  Line  (to  and  from  Marseilles)  and 
the  Royal  Packet  Navigation  Company  of  Batavia  which  inaugu¬ 
rated  a  monthly  service  between  Java  and  South  Africa  via  Mauritius 
during  the  year.  Vessels  of  the  Clan  Line  call  about  once  a  month 
and  there  are  occasional  arrivals  of  Union-Castle  Line  and  British 
India  Line  cargo  boats. 

CHAPTER  XI. 

BANKING,  CURRENCY,  AND  WEIGHTS  AND 

MEASURES. 

Banking. 

There  are  in  the  Colony  three  private  banks,  viz.  : — 

(a)  The  Mauritius  Commercial  Bank, 

(b)  The  Mercantile  Bank  of  India,  and 

(c)  The  Barclays  Bank  (Dominion,  Colonial  and  Overseas). 

The  Mauritius  Commercial  Bank  was  established  in  1838.  The 
paid  up  capital  of  the  Bank  is  Rs.  2,000,000  made  up  of  10,000 
shares  of  Rs.  200  each.  The  total  amount  of  deposits  on  31st 
December,  1931,  was  Rs.  6,979,337. 

The  Mercantile  Bank  of  India,  Limited,  took  over  the  business 
of  the  Bank  of  Mauritius,  Limited,  on  3rd  May,  1916.  The  total 
paid  up  capital  is  £1, 050, 000.  The  deposits  made  locally  on  31st 
December,  1931,  amounted  to  Rs.  2,642,490. 

Barclays  Bank  (Dominion,  Colonial,  and  Overseas)  has  a  paid 
up  capital  of  £4,975,500.  The  total  deposits  of  the  local  Bank 
on  31st  December,  1931,  amounted  to  Rs.  2,630,804.  This  Bank, 
which  is  affiliated  with  Barclays  Bank,  Limited,  was  founded  in 
1925  and  represents  the  amalgamation  of  the  Anglo-Egyptian  Bank, 
Limited,  the  Colonial  Bank  (incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  in 
1836),  and  the  National  Bank  of  South  Africa,  Limited.  A  branch 
of  the  last  named  Bank  was  established  in  Mauritius  in  December, 
1919.  In  February,  1926,  its  business  was  taken  over  by  Barclays 
Bank  (Dominion,  Colonial,  and  Overseas)  following  the  amalga¬ 
mation  already  mentioned.  This  Bank  conducts  a  Savings  Bank 
department  and  also  pays  interest  on  fixed  deposits  as  well  as 
conducting  a  short-term  deposit  business. 

Offices  of  the  Government  Savings  Bank  are  established  in  the 
nine  districts  with  a  Head  Office  in  Port  Louis.  The  total  number 
of  depositors  at  30th  June,  1931,  was  37,419  as  against  37,168  in 
the  preceding  year  with  deposits  amounting  to  Rs.  5,264,304.04  as 
against  Rs.  5,393,790.70.  The  Saving  Bank  is  largely  made  use  of 
by  the  Indians,  of  whom  on  30th  June,  1931,  there  were  15,787 
depositors  with  Rs.  2,022,042.60  to  their  credit  as  against  16,601 
depositors  with  Rs.  2,313,378.71  to  their  credit  on  30th  June,  1930. 
Interest  is  paid  at  the  rate  of  3  per  cent,  per  annum. 
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There  are  no  agricultural  and  co-operative  banks  in  the  Colony 
but  28  Co-operative  Credit  Societies  were  in  operation  in  the  island 
on  31st  December,  1931,  with  a  total  membership  of  2,307,  the 
total  share  capital  originally  contributed  being  Es.  77,483. 

Currency. 

The  currency  of  the  island  is  based  on  the  Indian  Eupee.  Apart 
from  Indian  silver  coins  the  principal  currency  in  circulation  is 
provided  by  a  Government  issue  of  notes.  The  average  value  of 
currency  notes  in  circulation  during  the  year  was  Es.  7,489,290  as 
compared  with  an  average  of  Es.  14,747,250  for  the  previous  year. 
Against  these  notes  the  Commissioners  of  Currency  held  silver  coins 
to  the  average  value  of  Es.  3,267,900,  as  compared  with 
Es.  4,862,000  in  1929-30  : 

Their  investments  on  1st  July,  1929,  amounted  to  Es.  9,879,250 
(which  does  not  include  Depreciation  Fund) .  The  figure  remained 
unchanged  during  the  year  under  review.  The  Depreciation  Fund 
was  increased  from  Es.  1,700,189  to  Es.  1,791,334.64.  From 
their  investments  the  Currency  Commissioners  received  interest 
which,  after  allowing  for  the  increase  in  the  Depreciation  Fund, 
enabled  Es.  427,470.88  to  be  credited  to  the  general  revenue  of 
the  Colony. 

The  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities  of  the  Commissioners  of 
Currency  shows  a  balance  in  their  favour  of  Es.  1,791,334.64  but  if 
the  investments  are  valued  at  the  market  rate  of  30th  June,  1931, 
the  surplus  will  be  decreased  to  Es.  1,686,642.05. 

Weights  and  Measures. 

The  metric  system  is  in  general  use,  but  there  are  a  number  of 
English,  French,  and  local  measures  also  used,  and  as  some  of  them 
will  appear  in  this  Eeport,  it  may  be  of  use  as  well  as  of  interest 
to  mention  them  here. 

Of  French  measures  of  length  the  ligne  jrangaise  is  equal  to 
2.2558  millimetres  or  0.0888  of  an  English  inch.  The  French  inch 
contains  12  lignes  and  the  French  foot  twelve  French  inches.  The 
French  foot  is  equal  to  1.0657653  English  feet  and  is  used  by 
masons,  carpenters,  surveyors,  and  others. 

The  lieue  is  nearly  equivalent  to  two  and  a-half  English  miles. 

The  gaulette  is  a  measure  of  length  equal  to  ten  French  feet. 
It  is  used  on  the  estates  as  a  measure  of  the  work  performed  in  the 
fields  ;  a  labourer  is  given  a  number  of  gaulettes  as  his  task. 

Forty  thousand  square  French  feet  make  one  arpent  which  is 
equal  to  1.0430263  acres;  almost  all  land  in  Mauritius  is  measured 
by  the  arpent. 

Other  local  measures  of  length  and  area  are  the  toise ,  equal  to 
two  yards  four  inches  or  six  French  feet,  and  the  toise  caree  (square 
toise)  which  is  equal  to  thirty-six  square  French  feet.  This 
measure  is  used  in  masonry  and  similar  jobs. 
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The  aune  is  a  measure  of  length  used  in  most  shops  and  is  equal 
to  about  one  yard  and  eleven  inches. 

English  measures  of  length  are  generally  used  by  Government, 
and  road  distances  are  measured  in  English  miles.  Places  often 
derive  their  names  from  their  distance  from  Port  Louis  or  other 
important  centres;  thus  there  are  places  called  “  Dixhuitieme 
Mille,”  “  Seizieme  Mille  ”  and  so  on.  The  kilometre  is  rarely 
used. 

Of  the  local  measures  of  capacity  there  is  the  barrique  (equal  to 
fifty  gallons)  which  is  used  in  sugar  mills  for  measuring  the  amount 
of  juice  drawn  from  the  cane. 

The  tiercon  is  a  measure  of  capacity  for  molasses  which  varies 
from  one  hundred  and  ninety  to  one  hundred  and  ninety-two'  litres. 

The  velte  is  a  measure  for  oil,  especially  coconut  oil,  and  is  equal 
to  7.4505  litres. 

The  bouteille  of  eight  hundred  cubic  centimetres  is  used  in  selling 
milk,  vinegar,  rum,  and  other  like  liquids.  The  half -bouteille  is 
called  chopine. 

The  weekly  ration  of  rice  of  the  labourer  given  on  estates  is 
called  gamelle ;  it  is  equivalent  to  5.250  kilogrammes. 

The  livre  is  equal  to  five  hundred  grammes  or  1.10  English 
pounds. 

The  corde  is  employed  for  measuring  stacks  of  firewood.  The 
wood  is  stacked  in  lengths  of  two  and  a-half  feet  and  laid  cross¬ 
wise  until  the  stack  measures  four  French  feet  high  and  eight 
French  feet  long  and  contains  eighty  cubic  French  feet  or  96.82 
English  cubic  feet. 

Besides  local  and  French  measures  of  capacity,  English  measures 
are  also  in  use  and,  when  speaking  of  agricultural  and  other  pro¬ 
ducts,  it  may  be  well  to  say  that  four  bales  of  aloe  fibre  go  to  the 
metric  ton,  that  a  bag  of  sugar,  unless  otherwise  specified,  weighs 
80  kilograms  and  that  a  “  pocket  ”  of  sugar  is  generally  39J-  kilos 


CHAPTER  XII. 

PUBLIC  WORKS. 

Administration. — -The  Public  Works  Department  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Director  of  Public  Works  and  Surveys  with  two 
executive  officers — the  Deputy  Director,  and  the  Assistant  Director. 

The  Department  is  composed  of  the  following  branches  :  building, 
drainage,  roads  and  bridges,  survey,  water-supply,  and  irrigation. 

The  Mare  aux  Vacoas  reservoir  from  which  water  is  supplied  to 
the  district  of  Plaines  Wilhems,  part  of  Moka,  Black  River,  and 
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Port  Louis,  is  under  the  control  of  the  Public  Works  Department. 
The  water-supply  of  the  remainder  of  the  island  is  under  the  charge 
of  District  Boards. 

Each  branch  has  a  staff  of  Inspectors,  Overseers,  &c.,  under  the 
control  of  the  Head  of  the  branch. 

Buildings. — The  only  construction  work  of  any  importance  carried 
out  during  the  year  has  been  an  Out-patient  Department  for  the 
Civil  Hospital,  Port  Louis,  a  building  measuring  100  feet  by  40  feet. 

Much  damage  to  the  Government  buildings  was  caused  by  the 
cyclone  of  March,  1931,  and  this  necessitated  a  good  deal  of  repair 
work. 

Sewerage  Works  of  Port  Louis. — The  sewerage  works  were  begun 
in  1900.  In  1922  the  scheme  was  revised  by  Messrs.  Mansergh 
and  Sons  and  the  works  have  been  carried  out  on  the  lines  of  their 
report.  The  construction  works  being  now  practically  completed, 
present  activities  are  concentrated  on  house  service  connexions,  and 
a  large  portion  of  the  town  of  Port  Louis  now  has  the  water 
carriage  system. 

Bridges. — As  a  result  of  the  cyclone  of  March,  1931,  and  floods 
which  accompanied  it,  several  bridges  wrere  carried  away.  Two 
of  these  of  75  feet  span  were  reconstructed  during  the  year,  the 
bridges  having  been  ordered  from  the  Crown  Agents  for  the  Colonies 
in  accordance  with  their  standard  designs. 

Old  timber  bridges  are  being  gradually  replaced  by  ferro-concrete 
structures,  and  one  more  bridge  (three  spans  of  20  feet)  has  been 
added  to  the  list  of  reconstructions  during  the  year. 

Water  Works. — The  water-supply  of  the  town  of  Port  Louis  is 
obtained  from  the  Grand  Piver  North  West  at  a  distance  of  about 
four  miles  from  the  town  and  at  a  level  of  250  feet.  This  supply 
was  under  the  charge  of  the  Municipality  of  the  town  until  1922 
when  it  was  handed  over  to  the  Public  Works  and  Surveys 
Department . 

The  dam  in  the  river  was  burst  by  the  flood  of  December,  1929, 
and  much  of  the  pipe  line  leading  from  it  was  also  swept  away. 
Water  was  pumped  from  Grand  River  North  West  to  give  Port 
Louis  its  normal  supply  during  the  dry  season,  while  during  the 
wet  season  the  supply  was  obtained  by  gravitation  from  Moka.  River 
through  the  Pailles  Canal. 

The  works  of  restoration  of  the  dam  and  pipe  line  were  begun 
in  September,  1931,  and  will  reach  completion  by  the  end  of 
February,  1932. 

The  water  is  passed  through  sand  filters  and  chlorinated. 

The  capacity  of  the  mains  leading  to  the  filters  is  5,000,000 
gallons  a  day.  The  water  is  distributed  to  the  town  from  two 
covered  service  reservoirs  of  a  total  capacity  of  2,000,000  gallons. 
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The  water-supply  of  the  towns  of  Plaines  Wilhems  and  of  parts 
of  Moka  and  Black  River  districts  is  obtained  from  a  storage 
reservoir  called  the  Mare  aux  Vacoas  at  an  altitude  of  1,825  feet. 
The  capacity  of  the  reservoir  is  now,  after  the  raising  of  the  dam, 
1,641  million  gallons. 

The  catchment  ground  is  entirely  protected  by  forest  lands. 

The  whole  of  this  water-supply  is  filtered  through  sand  filters 
at  “  La  Marie,”  about  two  miles  below  the  reservoir  whence  the 
supply  to  the  town  of  Curepipe  is  pumped  by  hydraulic  power,  the 
supply  to  the  other  towns  being  by  gravity.  The  water  is  dis¬ 
tributed  from  six  covered  service  reservoirs  situated  in  the  various 
zones  of  supply,  their  aggregate  capacity  being  5,500,000  gallons. 

The  population  served  by  this  supply  is  approximately  90,000 
and  the  average  daily  consumption  3,500,000'  gallons. 

The  Mare  aux  Yacoas  water-supply  has  been  extended  to  the 
town  of  Port  Louis.  At  present  it  is  confined  mostly  to  Govern¬ 
ment  establishments,  ships  in  harbour,  and  certain  selected  estab¬ 
lishments,  but  the  increase  of  the  supply  will  be  limited  to  900,000 
gallons  per  day.  In  this  connexion  a  covered  service  reservoir  at 
Petite  Riviere  of  750,000  gallons  was  completed  during  the  year 
and  put  into  operation. 

The  water-supply  to  the  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  other  districts 
comes  from  twenty-seven  different  springs  or  streams.  These 
supplies  are  not  filtered  but  they  are  generally  protected  in  their 
catchment  areas  by  reserves  of  forest.  The  population  depending 
on  these  various  supplies  is  about  200, 000  and  belongs  mostly  to 
the  poorer  classes.  A  large  proportion  of  the  daily  consumption  is 
distributed  by  means  of  public  fountains. 

Irrigation  Works. — Government  storage  irrigation  works  were 
begun  in  1914  according  to  plans  made  by  Mr.  C.  M.  Harriott, 
C.S.I.,  C.I.E.,  M.I.C.E.,  Chief  Engineer,  Public  Works  Depart¬ 
ment,  Central  Provinces,  India,  and  Consulting  Engineer  for 
Irrigation  Works  to  the  Government  of  Mauritius. 

The  La  Ferine  scheme  for  the  irrigation  of  the  south-west  of  the 
island,  between  Grand  River  North  West  and  River  Dragon,  has 
been  finished,  and  the  Nicoliere  scheme,  to  irrigate  land  in  the 
north,  has  been  started.  These  two  schemes  cover  a  great  deal 
of  the  fertile  lands  of  the  Colony  which  are  below  the  level  which 
enjoys  60  inches  of  rain  and  cannot  be  cultivated  to  the  best  ad¬ 
vantage  without  irrigation  water. 

The  La  Eerme  scheme  is  dependent  on  a  low-level  reservoir  of 
2,500  million  gallons  which  was  completed  in  1918  and  now 
irrigates  3,700  acres  of  land  under  sugar-cane  plantation. 

The  plans  for  the  Nicoliere  scheme  include  a  high-level  storage 
reservoir  at  1,300  feet  altitude  at  Midlands  of  4,400  million  gallons 
capacity  meant  to  fill  a  low-level  reservoir  at  Nicoliere  of  a  capacity 
of  about  250  million  gallons. 
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The  Nicoliere  reservoir  has  been  finished  but  although  some  land 
under  cane  cultivation  is  being  irrigated  from  it,  the  full  scheme 
will  only  be  working  when  the  Midlands  reservoir  is  completed. 
Owing  to  financial  conditions  the  plans  were  first  curtailed  and  the 
works  afterwards  suspended  as  a  result  of  the  visit  of  the  Financial 
Commission,  but  the  feeder  channel  which  measures  16§  miles  from 
Midlands  to  Nicoliere  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year. 


CHAPTER,  XIII. 

JUSTICE  AND  POLICE. 

Justice. 

Justice  is  administered  in  Mauritius  by  the  Supreme  Court 
which  sits  in  the  capital  (Port  Louis).  It  is  presided  over  by  the 
Chief  Judge  and  there  are  two  Puisne  Judges.  It  has  jurisdiction 
in  civil  and  criminal  matters  and  also  as  a  Court  of  Admiralty  :  it 
also  decides  Appeals  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  Seychelles  and  the 
inferior  Courts  of  Mauritius. 

In  the  nine  districts,  there  are  Magistrates’  Courts  which  have 
a  limited  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction ;  the  total  number  of  Courts 
being  eleven,  two  each  for  Port  Louis  and  Plaines  Wilhems,  and 
one  for  each  of  the  other  districts. 

In  1931,  the  (Supreme  Court  dealt  with  317  civil  matters  out  of 
401  which  were  brought  before  it,  as  against  334  out  of  483  in  the 
year  before.  Nineteen  persons  were  brought  before  this  Court  on 
criminal  charges  and  seventeen  were  convicted. 

10,986  persons  were  tried  in  the  Magistrates’  Courts  and  by 
Benches  of  Magistrates.  841  were  acquitted  or  discharged 
by  the  District  Magistrates,  9,919  were  convicted,  and  23  com¬ 
mitted  to  the  Assizes.  30  were  acquitted  or  discharged  by  the 
Stipendiary  Magistrates  and  173  were  convicted.  The  number  of 
persons  fined  was  7,628,  and  869  were  admitted  to  prison  for  non¬ 
payment  of  fines. 

The  Magistrates  also  held  222  Judicial  Enquiries  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Ordinance  23  of  1888  as  amended  by  Ordinance  25  of 
1926. 

Police. 

Organization . — The  Mauritius  Police  Force  is  mainly  a  civil  force 
but  all  ranks  are  instructed  to  bear  arms  on  enlistment  and  special 
detachments  are  given  periodical  training  in  platoon  and  Lewis  Gfun 
formations. 

The  officers  of  the  Force  are  provided  by  appointment,  transfer 
from  other  Police  Forces,  or  by  promotion  from  the  ranks,  and  the 
rank  and  file  are  recruited  locally  and  include  natives  of  Mauritius, 
Rodrigues,  India,  and  Seychelles. 
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Distribution. — The  Force  is  divided  into  Headquarters  Staff, 
Clerical  Branch,  Criminal  Investigation  Branch,  Motor  Traffic 
Branch,  Training  Depot,  Harbour  Police,  District  Police,  Bailway 
Police,  Bodrigues  Police,  and  Band. 

The  District  Police  are  distributed  throughout  the  nine 
Magisterial  districts  in  fifty-five  units  or  stations,  varying  as  regards 
numbers  of  personnel,  from  one  to  thirty-five. 

The  Bodrigues  and  Bailway  Police  are  drawn  from  trained 
members  of  the  general  Police  Force  and  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Magistrate  of  Bodrigues  and  the  General  Manager  of  Bailways 
respectively. 

The  Band  is  now  maintained  as  a  separate  unit  under  Police 
control,  with  an  establishment  corresponding  to  the  usual  Military 
Band  formation,  and,  with  the  exception  of  a  European  Band¬ 
master  and  some  army-trained  musicians  from  India,  is  made  up 
of  locally  trained  men  and  boys. 

Crime. — The  number  of  offences  of  every  description  reported  to 
the  Police  during  the  year  1931,  was  18,194,  which  shows  a  de¬ 
crease  on  the  figure  for  1930 — which  was  18,932 — and  a  decrease  on 
the  average  figure  for  the  past  five  years — which  is  18,868. 

A  comparison  with  the  figures  for  1930  shows  :  — 

(a)  An  increase  in  offences  against  the  person — 7,452  in 
1931  and  7,267  in  1930; 

( b )  A  decrease  in  offences  against  property — 3,021  in  1931 
and  3,716  in  1930. 

In  the  above  cases  8,016  persons  were  prosecuted;  7,197  con¬ 
victed  ;  430  otherwise  disposed  of ;  and  389  were  pending  trial  at  the 
end  of  the  year. 

Corresponding  figures  for  the  previous  year  were  : — persons 
prosecuted  8,428;  persons  convicted  7,557;  otherwise  disposed  of 
525  ;  pending  trial  346. 

All  the  above  figures  are  the  lowest  on  record  and  are  very  re¬ 
markable  in  view  of  the  financial  crisis  through  which  the  Colony  is 
passing  and  the  consequent  unemployment,  poverty,  and  unrest. 

The  efficiency  of  the  Police  Force  has  been  fully  maintained  as 
regards  the  detection  of  crime,  the  percentage  of  undetected  serious 
offences  being  much  below  the  average,  while  the  proportion  of 
offences  to  population  is  also  the  lowest  on  record. 

Prisons. 

Organization. — The  Prison  Department  consists  of  a  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Prisons  (who  is  also  Inspector-General  of  Police)  with  a 
staff  of  four  European  Chief  Warders  and  Assistant  Chief  Warders, 
and  108  locally  recruited  subordinate  officers. 

Establishments. — There  are  two  prisons  in  the  Colony,  Port  Louis 
Central  Prison  and  Beau  Bassin  Convict  Prison,  and  an  Industrial 
School  for  male  juvenile  offenders. 
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Port  Louis  Prison  contains  the  offices  of  the  Department,  quarters 
for  two  Chief  Warders,  the  female  prison  with  accommodation  for 
forty  prisoners  and  two  Wardresses,  and  the  male  prison  with 
separate  cells  for  154  prisoners.  All  prisoners  are  received  here  for 
classification  and  disposal. 

Beau  Bassin  Prison  contains  separate  cells  for  756  male  prisoners, 
and  quarters  for  the  Superintendent  and  two  Chief  Warders  are  in 
the  surrounding  grounds. 

Barkly  Industrial  School  provides  accommodation  for  200  boys 
and  there  are  quarters  for  the  officer  in  charge  and  six  subordinate 
officers  in  the  grounds  of  the  institution.  Male  juvenile  offenders 
are  sent  here  direct  by  the  Police  without  passing  through  the 
Central  Prison. 

Classification. — Prisoners  are  classified  as  (a)  penal  servitude, 
(b)  hard  labour,  (c)  first-class  misdemeanants,  (d)  second-class  mis¬ 
demeanants,  and  (e)  juveniles  and  first  offenders,  and,  so  far  as 
accommodation  permits,  the  various  classes  are  kept  separate. 

Classes  (a)  and  (b)  serve  their  sentences  at  Beau  Bassin  and  the 
remainder  at  Port  Louis. 

Labour. — At  Port  Louis  Prison  the  principal  forms  of  labour  for 
male  prisoners  are  carpentry,  stone-breaking,  wood-cutting,  carting 
prison  supplies  and  stores,  and  cleaning  Government  buildings  and 
grounds. 

Women  prisoners  are  employed  on  laundry  work,  and  making  and 
repairing  uniforms  and  bedding. 

Beau  Bassin  Prison  contains  the  main  workshops  where  long- 
sentence  prisoners  are  trained  as  tailors,  boot  and  mattress  makers, 
mat,  blind  and  brushmakers,  carpenters  and  cabinet  makers,  black¬ 
smiths,  tinsmiths,  and  stonemasons. 

There  is  also  a  bakery  where  bread  is  made  for  all  Government 
hospitals,  etc.,  and  large  gardens  where  all  kinds  of  vegetables,  etc., 
are  cultivated  and  prisoners  are  taught  the  rudiments  of  agricul¬ 
tural  methods. 

Population. —  The  number  of  prisoners  of  all  categories  (i.e., 
sentenced  and  waiting  trial)  admitted  during  the  year  was  3,775, 
and  the  daily  average  population  was  623.70. 

The  number  of  sentenced  prisoners  received  from  the  Courts  was 
2,337  (2,223  men  and  114  women)  of  whom  1,334  had  received 
sentences  of  one  month  or  less. 

On  31st  December,  1931,  there  were  677  persons  in  custody, 
of  whom  654  were  convicted,  640  being  males  and  14  females. 

The  above  figures,  which  do  not  include  the  inmates  of  the  In¬ 
dustrial  School,  are  much  in  excess  of  the  average  figures  for  the 
past  nine  years,  and  corresponding  figures  for  1930  were  as 
follows  : — 

Total  committals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3,582 

Total  sentenced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,105 

In  custody  on  31st  December,  1930  ...  ...  529 
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This  increase  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  difficult  economic  con¬ 
ditions  now  existing  and  a  resulting  inability  to  pay  fines  ;  as  already 
stated  869  persons  were  admitted  to  prison  for  non-payment  of  fines. 

Health. — Each  establishment  is  visited  daily  by  a  Government 
Medical  Officer  and  all  sick  prisoners  are  accommodated  in  well- 
organized  prison  hospitals. 

Owing  to  an  outbreak  of  dysentery  at  Beau  Bassin  Prison,  which 
was  responsible  for  14  deaths,  the  number  of  prisoners  who  died  in 
1931  was  33  as  compared  with  22  for  1930.  Apart  from  this  epi¬ 
demic  the  health  of  the  prisoners  was  good. 

Juvenile  Offenders. — Any  boy  below  the  age  of  16  years  who  is 
sentenced  to  imprisonment  serves  his  sentence  at  Barkly  Industrial 
School  where  the  minimum  period  of  detention  is  12  months,  or  any 
boy  may  be  detained  until  he  attains  the  age  of  18  years. 

The  school’s  principal  aim  is  to  teach  the  inmates  agriculture  or 
a  useful  trade,  and  for  this  purpose  a  staff  of  instructors  is  employed 
who  teach  gardening,  carpentry,  or  tinsmith  work  according  to  the 
boys’  history  and  capacity. 

Teachers  from  the  Schools  Department  give  all  boys  the  normal 
primary  school  education,  and  religious  instruction  is  attended  to  by 
visiting  Priests. 

The  discipline  is  strict  as  regards  drill,  punctuality,  cleanliness, 
etc.,  but  there  is  very  little  suggestion  of  penal  methods  in  the 
rules  of  the  institution  as  parents  visit  the  boys  frequently  and  week¬ 
end  leave  is  often  earned  and  granted. 

The  health  of  the  boys  has,  as  usual,  been  excellent,  and  their 
general  conduct  is  remarkably  good. 

For  the  past  few  years  the  number  of  inmates  has  decreased 
steadily  and  at  the  end  of  1931  the  school  population  was  56,  com¬ 
pared  with  96  in  1925 ,  when  the  original  Reformatory  and  Industrial 
School  were  amalgamated.  This  reduction  in  numbers  appears  to 
be  due  principally  to  there  being  less  juvenile  vagrants  in  the  streets 
than  formerly,  and  no  admissions  of  paupers,  orphans,  or  “  rescue  ” 
cases,  as  was  formerly  the  practice. 

The  question  of  after-care  presents  some  difficulty  as  it  is  not 
easy  to  obtain  employment  for  the  boys  on  discharge,  but  in  the 
absence  of  unofficial  voluntary  workers  to  this  end,  the  respon¬ 
sibility  is  accepted  by  the  officers  of  the  school  with  satisfactory 
results. 

The  percentage  of  reconvictions  is  slowly  decreasing  each  year 
and  compares  favourably  with  similar  figures  for  institutions  of  the 
Borstal  type  elsewhere. 

Female  juvenile  offenders  are  usually  accommodated  in  a  Convent 
at  Port  Louis  but  there  were  no  such  fresh  cases  during  the  year. 

Payment  of  fines  by  instalments. — Ordinance  No.  29  of  1892  gives 
the  power  to  any  Court  to  direct  that  a  fine  or  other  pecuniary 
penalty  or  costs  be  paid  by  instalments,  and  execution  of  the 
judgment  is  accordingly  stayed. 
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Ordinance  No.  28  of  1896  limits  the  power  given  to  Courts  by 
Ordinance  No.  29  of  1892  and  lays  down  that  the  time  to  be  fixed 
for  payment  by  instalments  shall  in  no  case  exceed  six  months 
(for  sums  above  Ks.50)  and  shall  be  less  than  six  months,  according 
to  the  scale  given  in  the  Ordinance,  for  sums  up  to  Rs.  50. 

Ordinance  29  of  1892  enacts  that  the  Court  may,  when  granting 
time  for  payment  of  fine,  etc.,  request  that  security  be  furnished. 

If  default  be  made  in  the  payment  of  any  instalment,  execution 
may  issue  for  the  recovery  of  the  instalments  remaining  due  as  if  no 
order  had  been  -made  for  payment  by  instalments,  and  if  security 
has  been  furnished  the  recognizance  is  estreated  as  laid  down  in 
article  136  of  Ordinance  No.  23  of  1888. 

It  might  be  added  that  Ordinance  No.  72  of  1898  enacts  that 
instead  of  forthwith  issuing  a  warrant  for  the  imprisonment  of 
a  person  who  fails  to  pay  the  fine  imposed  on  or  the  costs  decreed 
against  him,  a  Magistrate  may  issue  a  warrant  of  execution  against 
the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  person.  If  the  execution  against 
the  goods  and  chattels  proves  fruitless  the  Magistrate  can  then 
issue  a  warrant  for  imprisonment  in  default  of  payment  of  fines 
and  costs. 

The  Probation  of  Offenders  Ordinance,  No.  38  of  1898,  as  ex¬ 
tended  by  Ordinance  No.  39  of  1902,  provides  for  the  conditional 
or  unconditional  release  of  a  first  offender  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Court  before  which  he  appears,  when  the  trifling  nature  of  the 
offence  or  the  good  character  or  the  youth  of  the  offender  make 
leniency  advisable. 

In  the  course  of  1931,  131  offenders  were  so  released. 

CHAPTER  XI Y. 

LEGISLATION. 

A  list  of  the  Ordinances  passed  and  the  subsidiary  legislation 
issued  during  the  year  under  review,  as  well  as  an  indication  of 
the  changes  introduced,  are  given  in  Appendices  I,  II,  and  III,  to 
this  Report.  Of  the  Ordinances  passed  in  1931,  the  following 
which  are  important  and  of  interest  not  purely  local  may  be 
mentioned  specifically  : — 

Employment  of  Children. — No.  2  prohibits  absolutely  the 
employment  in  factories  of  children  under  the  age  of  thirteen, 
and  provides  for  the  punishment  by  fine  not  only  of  a  person 
so  employing  a  child,  but  also  of  a  parent  or  guardian  directly 
or  by  neglect  responsible  for  allowing  a  child  to  be  so  employed. 

Hurricane  Loan. — Nos.  10  and  16  provide  for  the  raising  of 
a  loan  of  T750,000  guaranteed  by  the  British  Treasury  and 
for  the  distribution  in  the  Colony  to  meet  the  wants  and  neces¬ 
sities  created  by  the  hurricane  of  March,  1931,  and  No.  34 
permits  Treasury  Bills  to  be  issued  in  anticipation  of  the  issue 
of  the  loan. 
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Workmen's  Compensation. — No.  13  introduces  in  the  Colony 
the  principle  of  employers’  liability  for  accidents  in  the  course  of 
workmen’s  employment.  The  Ordinance  is  based  on  English 
and  South  African  statutes.  The  Mauritius  Ordinance  re¬ 
ceived  the  unreserved  approval  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
was  circulated  to  other  Colonies  as  a  draft  model. 

Customs  Tariff. — No.  23  raises  the  import  duty  on  tobacco  by 
Ns.  2.00  per  kilo,  on  motor  spirit  by  Rs.  2.00  per  hectolitre, 
and  on  all  other  dutiable  goods  imported  into  the  Colony  by 
10  per  cent.  The  increase,  however,  does  not  apply  to  such 
articles  as  form  the  staple  food  of  the  population  of  the  Colony. 

Pensions. — No.  24  does  away  with  the  abatement  of  pensions 
on  re-employment  of  pensioners  in  Government  service,  and 
provides  also  for  the  payment  in  full  of  all  pensions  under 
abatement  at  the  date  of  coming  into  force  of  the  Ordinance. 

Arbitration  Clauses. —  No.  26  gives  effect  in  this  Colony  to  the 
protocol  on  Arbitration  Clauses  signed  at  Geneva  on  24th 
September,  1923,  and  No.  27  to  the  Convention  on  the  Execu¬ 
tion  of  Foreign  Awards  on  Arbitration  as  contemplated  in  the 
Convention  signed  at  Geneva  on  26th  September,  1927. 

Factory  legislation  and  compensation  for  accidents  are  provided 
by  Ordinances  Nos.  2  and  13  of  1931  referred  to  above,  while  Poor 
Law  Ordinance  No.  17  of  1902  as  amended  by  Ordinance  No.  39 
of  1913  provides  for  the  relief  of  indigents  or  destitutes. 

CHAPTER  XV. 

FINANCE. 

Revenue  and  Expenditure. 

The  revenue  of  the  Colony  for  the  financial  year  ended  30th  June, 
1931,  amounted  to  Rs.  11,552,210.08,  being  Rs.  3,291,586.92  below 
the  Estimates  of  1930-31  and  Rs.  2,931,257.81  below  the  revenue 
of  the  previous  year. 

The  expenditure  for  the  same  period  amounted  to 
Rs.  16,092,073.89,  being  Rs.  862,613.89  above  the  Estimates  for 
1930-31  and  Rs.  517,072.72  above  the  expenditure  of  the  previous 
year.  The  expenditure  included  a  sum  of  Rs.  971,630.20  for  writing 
off  depreciation  on  securities,  an  item  for  which  allowance  had  not 
been  made  in  previous  years’  accounts.  Apart  from  this  sum,  the 
current  expenditure  of  the  year  was  Rs.  454,557.48  below  that  of 
1929-30. 

The  expenditure  incurred  during  the  financial  year  exceeded  the 
revenue  by  Rs.  4,539,863.81,  which  amount  represents  the  deficit 
on  the  financial  transactions  of  the  Colony  for  1930-31. 

Of  the  expenditure  for  1930-31  Rs.  5,032,366.84  were  spent  on 
“  Personal  Emoluments  ”,  and  Rs.  11,059,707.05  on  “  Other 
Charges  ”.  The  corresponding  figures  for  1929-30  were 
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Rs.  5,056,573.79  for  Personal  Emoluments”  and 
Rs.  10,518,427.38  for  “  Other  Charges  ”. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  statement  of  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  for  the  last  five  years  : — 


Year. 

Revenue. 

Expenditure 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1926-27 

14,682,806 

16,461,061 

192:7-28 

15,308,918 

16,725,513 

1928-29 

13,322,248 

16,930,182 

1929-30 

14,483,467 

15,575,001 

1930-31 

11,552,210 

16,092,073 

The  Colonial  Government  pays  a  military  contribution  of  5J  per 
cent,  of  its  revenue  (total  revenue  exclusive  of  land  sales,  irrigation, 
Mare  aux  Vacoas  and  other  waterworks,  revenue,  contribution  to¬ 
wards  loan  1922  charges,  and  special  export  duty  on  sugar)  as  a  con¬ 
tribution  to  the  cost  of  the  garrison  maintained  in  the  Colony  by 
His  Majesty’s  Government  in  the  United  Kingdom.  The  amount 
of  the  contribution  for  the  year  ended  30th  June,  1931,  was 
Rs.  723,305.78. 

Public  Debt. 

The  public  debt  of  the  Colony,  which  on  30th  June,  1930,  stood 
at  T2, 796 ,994  7s.  7d.,  remained  at  that  same  figure  on  30th  June, 
1931. 

Against  this  liability  of  T2, 796 ,994  7s.  7d.  there  was  an  accumu¬ 
lated  sinking  fund  of  £1, 258, 662  19s.  9d.,  as  compared  with 
Tl,  144, 934  3s.  8d.  on  30th  June,  1930. 

Assets  and  Liabilities. 

The  assets  and  liabilities  at  the  end  of  the  year  amounted  to 
Rs.  26,070,381.37  and  Rs.  23,972,114.58  respectively,  showing  a 
net  surplus  of  Rs.  2,098,266.79  on  30th  June,  1931. 

Statement  of  Assets  and  Liabilities  as  at  30th  June,  1931. 


Deposits 

Colonial  Military  Lands 
Fund 

Government  of  India 
Family  remittances 
Loan  Funds  unexpended  ... 

Surplus  of  assets  over 
liabilities  ... 

spect  of  stores  unallo¬ 
cated  taken  over  on 
1st  July,  1926  ... 

Value  of  land  and  build¬ 
ings  given  up  by  the 
War  Department 
Government  of  Seychelles 
Remittances 


Rs. 

21,800,154.52 

50,384.95 
203,371.62 
5,431.32 
1,912, 77l'. 17 

2,098,266.79 


Cash 

Investments 
Advances  ... 

Advances  pending  raising 
of  loans  ... 

Unallocated  stores 
Balance  due  by  the  Rail¬ 
way  Department  in  re- 


Rs. 

1,348,509.95 

11,238,150.21 

9,548,652.64 

1,343,249.28 

459,365.53 


2,020,001.00 


50,384.95 

8,270.34 

53,797.47 


26,070,381.37 


26,070,381.37 
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The  main  heads  of  taxation,  with  their  yield,  for  the  current 
year,  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  are  the 

Year  1930-31. 


following 


.  (  Import  duties 

Customs  |  Export  dutles  ... 

Excise  duty  on  rum  issued  for 
home  consumption 
Licence  duty  ... 

Tobacco  Excise 

Taxes  on  vehicles  and  animals 

House  tax 


Rs. 

3,822,385.11 

54,503.71* 


1,445,812.94 
1,097,327.57 
429,959.86 
365,969.55 
.  193,675.56 

*  Special  export  duty  on  sugar  remitted. 


Year  1929-30. 
Rs. 

4,112,684.81 

1,551,221.14 

2,020,212.27 

1,180,281.65 

369,297.53 

405,584.32 

495,604.12 


Description  of  the  Main  Heads  of  taxation  and  the  yield  of 

EACH. 

Customs. 


Import  duty, 


1913. 

Rs.  3,506,622 


1913. 

Rs.  570,948 


1929. 

Rs.  4,088,436 


1930. 

Rs.  4,136,008 


Export  duty. 


1929. 

Rs.  895,551 


1930. 

Rs.  220,584 


1931. 

Rs.  3,762,014 


1931. 

Rs.41,802 


Customs  Tariff  (summarized) . 

The  following  shows  the  rates  of  duty  of  the  principal  imports  and 
exports,  as  on  31st  December,  1931. 


Imports. 


*Rice 

*Dholl 


>5 


y  y 


yy 


yy 


yy 


Wines  in  casks 
up  to  14°. 
Wines  in  cases 
(still)  up  to  14°. 
Spirits  (proof)  ... 
^Tobacco,  manu¬ 
factured. 

*  ,,  cigarettes 

Iron  and  steel 
(galvanized). 
Iron  and  steel 
(not  galvanized) 
Most  manufac¬ 
tured  articles. 

*  Note. — The  above  rates  are  increased  by  10  per  cent, 
marked. 


63c  per  100  kilos. 
Rs.  1*14  ,, 

*Flour  ...  ...  94c  ,, 

Fertilizers  ...  10c  ,, 

Coal  ...  ...  7c  ,, 

Petroleum  oil  Rs.  4*80  per  hectol. 
*Petroleum 

spirits  Rs.  14*00  ,,  ,, 

Soap,  common  Rs.  1*75  per  100 

kilos. 


Rs.  20*00  per 
hectol. 

30c  per  litre. 

Rs.  6  *25  per  litre. 
Rs.  11  •  50  kilo. 

Rs.  13*00  „ 

Rs.  1  •  50  per  100 
kilos. 

Rs.  1  *  00  per  100 
kilos. 

12  per  cent.  a.v. 
(on  an  average). 

except  on  articles 


Sugar 


2c  per  100  kilos. 


Exports. 

Aloe  fibre. 


R.  l'OO  per  1,000  kilos. 
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Principal  preferential  rates  on  imports. 


Motor  Cars,  Buses  and  Tubes 

Silk . 

Indigo 
Cement 
Cinema  Films 
Machinery,  industrial 


Preferential. 

5  per  cent.  a.v. 
12  „  „  „ 

Rs.  1  per  kilo. 
20c  per  100  kilos. 
Free 


33i 


General. 
per  cent,  a.v, 

20 
Rs. 

Rs.  0  •  60  per  100  kilos. 
2|c  per  metre. 


55  55  55 

2.50  kilo. 


Rs. 1.32  per  1,000  kilo.  5  per  cent.  a.v. 


Excise  and  Stamp  Duties. 

The  duty  on  rum  for  home  consumption  is  Rs.  2.75  per  litre  of 
23  degrees  Cartier  and  an  additional  duty  of  12  cents  per  litre  for 
every  degree  above  23  degrees  Cartier. 

The  duty  on  rum  to  be  denatured  for  heating  or  lighting  pur¬ 
poses  is  four  cents  per  litre  at  36  degrees  Cartier  and  an  additional 
duty  of  four  cents  per  hectolitre  or  fraction  thereof  for  every 
degree  above  36  degrees  Cartier. 

The  duty  on  rum  to  be  denatured  for  industrial  purposes  is 
four  cents  per  litre  or  fraction  thereof  at  any  degree  Cartier. 

The  duty  on  alcohol  for  the  preparation  of  medicinal  tinctures  or 
drugs  is  10  cents  per  litre  at  any  degree,  but  the  duty  on  alcohol 
delivered  for  the  preparation  of  “  Alcoolats  ”  in  accordance  with 
the  formulae  of  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  or  the  French  Codex 
or  of  any  other  tincture  or  drug  to  be  notified  in  Gazette  is  Rs.  2.50 
per  litre  at  23  degrees  Cartier,  with  an  additional  duty  of  10  cents 
per  litre  of  every  degree  above  23  degrees. 

The  duty  on  vinegar  is  Rs.  1.70  per  hectolitre  on  vinegar  not 
exceeding  8  degrees  of  strength  and  an  additional  duty  of  18  cents 
per  degree  and  per  hectolitre  on  all  vinegar  above  8  degrees. 

According  to  the  excise  figures  the  number  of  litres  of  alcohol 
distilled  in  1930-31  (July  to  June)  was  618,172,  as  compared  with 
an  average  of  761,626  litres  for  the  past  five  years. 

Three  Government  notifications  affecting  the  revenue  of  the 
Colony  were  passed  during  the  financial  year  1930-31,  viz.  :  — 

No.  144  of  13th  September,  19301,  which  provides  for  a  yearly 
licence  of  R.  1 — for  hawkers  or  sellers  of  matches  locally  manu¬ 
factured  ; 

No.  149  of  27th  September,  1930,  wThich  provides  for  a  half- 
yearly  licence  of  Rs.  5— for  sellers  of  leather  locally  prepared  : 
and 

No.  179  of  25th  October,  1930,  which  provides  for  a  half- 
yearly  licence  of  Rs.  200 — for  manufacturers  of  tobacco. 

The  Stamp  Laws  were  amended  and  consolidated  by  the  passing 
on  23rd  November,  1926,  of  Ordinance  22  of  1926.  This  Ordinance 
was  put  into  force  on  23rd  July,  1927,  by  Proclamation  No.  32 
of  1927. 

Stamp  duties  are  of  three  kinds  : — 

A  duty  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  paper  used  ; 

A  fixed  duty ;  and 
An  ad  valorem  duty. 
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House  Tax. 

Rates. — (1)  A  flat-rate  of  one  rupee  per  annum  on  every  habit¬ 
able  room  of  any  building  assessed  at  Rs.  500,  or  less;  the  rate  not 
to  exceed  Rs.  3 ;  and 

(2)  1  per  cent,  per  annum  on  any  building  assessed  over  Rs.  500. 

Yield. — The  house  tax  is  estimated  to  yield  Rs.  365,488.85  for 
the  year  1931. 

Method  of  Assessment.—  Any  building  liable  to  the  house  tax  is 
assessed  according  to  its  full  and  fair  value. 

In  assessing  the  full  and  fair  value,  the  valuer  takes  into  con¬ 
sideration  the  actual  or  possible  rent  a  tenant  may  be  reasonably 
expected  to  pay  for  such  building.  This  applies  only  to  buildings 
whose  basic  value  is  above  Rs.  500  and  on  which  the  annual  tax 
is  1  per  cent,  on  the  value. 

Method  of  collectioii. — For  the  purpose  of  collecting  the  house 
tax  when  the  assessment  arrived  at  is  final  for  the  year,  notices 
for  payment  are  served  upon  owners  of  buildings  and  the  tax  is 
paid  to  the  Cashier  of  the  district  in  which  it  is  levied. 

CHAPTER  XYI. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

The  general  elections  of  Members  of  the  Legislative  Council  took 
place  early  in  1931.  Five  of  the  ten  previous  Members  were 
returned.  The  Nominated  Unofficial  Members  were  renominated  for 
a  further  term  with  the  exception  of  the  junior  Member  whose  seat 
was  vacated  to  allow  of  the  appointment  of  a  representative  of  the 
Hindu  community,  no  Plindu  having  obtained  a  seat  in  the 
elections. 

Before  the  new  Council  had  met,  however,  the  island  was  visited 
by  one  of  the  worst  cyclones  since  the  hurricane  of  1892,  and  one 
of  the  Members’  first  duties  was  to  vote  funds  for  the  relief  of 
sufferers. 

The  cyclone  of  5th-8th  March  is  by  far  the  most  important  event 
of  the  year  under  review;  the  casualties  were  happily  small,  but 
the  damage  to  property  and  plantations  was  considerable ;  in  some 
places  the  effects  were  devastating  and  the  reduction  in  the  output 
of  sugar  amounted  to  over  75,000  tons,  i.e.,  more  than  one-third 
of  the  crop  anticipated  before  the  hurricane  ;  the  damage  done  was 
estimated  at  over  Rs.  9,000,000. 

For  the  immediate  relief  of  the  sufferers  a  sum  of  Rs.  20,000  was 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  a  “  Relief  Committee  ”  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment;  this  was  soon  increased  by  £5,000  granted  by  the  Imperial 
Government,  250,000  francs  from  the  neighbouring  French  Colony 
of  Madagascar,  and  about  Rs.  25,000  raised  by  private  subscriptions. 

The  cyclone  destroyed  many  hopes  of  those  interested  in  the 
sugar  industry  :  prices  were  already  very  low  and  such  a  reduction 
in  the  output  was  disastrous. 
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The  aloe  fibre  industry  also  suffered  heavily  :  the  aloe  leaves 
were  so  damaged  by  the  bad  weather  that  the  factories  had  to  close 
for  the  major  part  of  the  year. 

The  Home  Government  consented  to  guarantee  the  issue  of  a 
loan  of  £750,000  to  be  raised  in  England,  £500,000  of  which  was 
to  be  allocated  for  loans  to  planters  and  house  owners  secured  by 
first  mortgage  on  their  property ;  the  amount  advanced  in 
each  case  to  be  only  in  respect  of  damage  caused  by  the  hurricane. 
The  balance  of  the  loan  was  to  be  allocated  for  the  repair  of 
Government  property  and  for  public  works.  The  loan  was 
guaranteed  on  condition  that  an  investigation  should  be  made  by  a 
Financial  Commission  to  be  appointed  by  the  Home  Government 
with  a  view  to  devising  measures  to  bring  about  a  balanced  budget 
at  the  earliest  possible  date.  The  legislation  required  both  in 
England  and  locally  was  passed  during  the  year,  and  the  first  pay¬ 
ments  were  effected  before  the  beginning  of  1932. 

The  Financial  Commissioners  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  were  Sir  Ivo  Elliott,  Bart.,  late  of  the  Indian 
Civil  Service,  and  Mr.  N.  G.  Loughnane,  C.B.,  of  the  Home  Civil 
Service.  The  Commissioners  left  England  on  9th  July  and  landed 
in  Mauritius  on  23rd  August.  After  a  two  months’  stay  during 
which  they  visited  all  the  Government  Departments,  and  the  more 
important  public  institutions,  and  some  private  enterprises,  the 
Commissioners  left  Mauritius  on  the  26th  October  reaching  London 
on  the  30th  November.  Their  report  had  not  been  published  at  the 
close  of  1931. 

Early  in  the  year  His  Excellency  Sir  W.  Jackson  inaugurated 
the  new  pineapple  canning  factory.  This  new  enterprise  will,, 
it  is  hoped,  prove  to  be  a  success  and  help  to  establish  another 
subsidiary  industry  in  Mauritius.  The  funds  were  partly  supplied 
from  the  Improvement  and  Development  Fund. 

Another  interesting  event  of  the  year  was  the  visit  of  the  German 
cruiser  Emden.  This  cruiser,  which  was  touring  round  the  world, 
spent  a  week  (18th-25th  August)  in  Port  Louis  Harbour,  and  is  the 
first  German  man-of-war  to  come  to  Mauritius  since  the  war. 

The  island  was  also>  visited  by  H.M.S.  Effingham  and  by  the 
French  sloop  Antares.  The  latter  called  at  Mauritius  on  her  way  to 
Madagascar  from  the  Kerguelen  Islands. 

The  Effingham  flying  the  flag  of  Admiral  Sir  G.  Fullerton  stayed 
at  Mauritius  from  18th  to  26th  July  when  she  left  for  Rodrigues 
with  the  Governor,  the  Officer  Commanding  the  Troops,  the 
Director,  Medical  and  Health  Department,  and  the  Acting  Director 
of  Agriculture,  returning  on  3rd  August. 

W.  H.  INGRAMS, 
Assistant  Colonial  Secretary . 


30 th  June,  1932. 
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APPENDIX  I. 

A  TABLE  OF  THE  TITLES  OF  THE  ORDINANCES  PASSED  BY  THE  COUNCIL  OF 

Government  of  Mauritius  during  the  year  1931. 

No.  Titles. 

1.  To  provide  for  the  publication  of  a  supplementary  volume  to  the 

revised  edition  of  the  legislative  enactments  of  the  Colony. 

2.  To  prohibit  the  employment  of  children  in  factories. 

3.  To  amend  the  Military  Contribution  Ordinance,  1897. 

4.  To  amend  the  Merchant  Shipping  (Extension)  Ordinance,  1910. 

5.  To  alter  the  titles  of  Forest  Officers  and  to  make  consequential 

amendments  to  the  laws  and  regulations  affected  thereby. 

6.  To  amend  the  Laws  relating  to  Distilleries. 

7.  To  amend  the  Licences  (Consolidating)  Ordinance,  1915. 

8.  To  amend  the  Succession  Duties  (Amendment)  Ordinance,  1914. 

9.  For  applying  a  further  sum  not  exceeding  Rs.  702,804.45  to  the 

service  of  the  year  1929-30. 

10.  To  make  provisions  for  loans  not  exceeding  a  total  of  £500,000  to 

planters  and  others  to  meet  the  wants  and  necessities  created  by 
the  hurricane  of  the  5th  to  8th  March,  1931. 

11.  To  amend  the  Harbour  Dues  Ordinance,  1921. 

12.  To  authorize  the  Receiver  of  Registration  Dues  to  refund  to  the  Board 

of  Commissioners  for  the  town  of  Curepipe  portions  of  the  registra¬ 
tion  dues  and  all  transcription  duties  levied  on  certain  deeds  of 
transfer  already  registered  and  transcribed. 

13.  To  provide  for  the  payment  of  compensation  to  workmen  for  injuries 

suffered  in  the  course  of  their  employment. 

14.  To  make  provision  for  the  public  service  for  the  financial  year  1931-32. 

15.  To  amend  the  Cinematograph  Ordinance,  1912. 

16.  To  provide  for  the  raising  of  a  loan  for  certain  purposes. 

17.  To  amend  the  Customs  Tariff  (Consolidated)  Ordinance,  1929. 

18.  To  amend  the  Mauritius  Hurricane  (Loan  Appropriation)  Ordinance, 

1931. 

19.  To  validate  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Council  of  Government  increas¬ 

ing  the  excise  duty  on  tobacco. 

20.  To  make  better  provisions  for  the  management  of  markets  and 

slaughter  houses  in  the  town  of  Beau  Bassin  and  Rose  Hill. 

21.  To  make  better  provisions  for  the  management  of  markets  and 

slaughter  houses  in  the  town  of  Quatre  Bornes. 

22.  To  amend  the  Curepipe  (Markets  and  Slaughter  Houses)  Ordinance, 

1913. 

23.  To  validate  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Council  of  Government  increas¬ 

ing  the  Customs  import  duties  on  certain  goods  and  to  amend  the 
Customs  Tariff  (Consolidated)  Ordinance,  1929. 

24.  To  amend  the  Pension  Laws. 

25.  To  remove  doubts  as  to  the  validity  and  the  date  of  the  publication 

of  certain  Ordinances. 

26.  To  give  effect  to  a  Protocol  on  Arbitration  Clauses  signed  on  behalf 

of  His  Majesty  at  a  meeting  of  the  Assembly  of  the  League  of 
Nations  held  on  the  twenty-fourth  day  of  September,  nineteen 
hundred  and  twenty-three. 

27.  To  give  effect  to  a  certain  Convention  on  the  execution  of  Arbitral 

Awards. 

28.  To  amend  the  Licences  (Consolidating)  Ordinance,  1915. 

29.  To  amend  the  Fisheries  Ordinance,  1918. 

30.  To  make  special  provision  in  regard  to  the  pension  of  Mrs.  E. 

Berthelot,  Nurse,  Medical  and  Health  Department. 

31.  To  make  provision  for  the  Mauritius  Government  Railways  for  the 

financial  year  1931-2. 
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No.  Titles. 

32.  To  amend  the  Mauritius  Jockey  Club  Incorporation  Ordinance,  1930. 

33.  To  amend  the  Mauritius  Hurricane  (Appropriation)  Ordinance,  1931, 

as  amended  by  the  Mauritius  Hurricane  Loan  (Appropriation) 
(Amendment)  Ordinance,  1931. 

34.  To  provide  for  the  issue  of  Treasury  Bills  for  certain  purposes. 

35.  To  empower  the  Board  of  Commissioners  for  the  town  of  Curepipe 

to  raise  a  loan  of  Rs.  100,000. 

36.  To  provide  for  the  protection  of  beneficial  insects  and  to  regulate 

their  capture,  removal,  possession,  sale,  and  distribution. 

37.  To  amend  the  Municipality  Ordinance,  1903. 

38.  To  provide  for  the  dissolution  of  the  Society  “  CEuvre  de  Nazareth 

de  l’lle  Maurice  ”  and  for  the  transfer  of  all  property,  rights,  and. 
liabilities  of  the  said  Society  to  the  “  Societe  de  Saint  Vincent  de 
Paul.” 

39.  To  amend  Ordinance  No.  31  of  1890  (Church  of  Scotland  Ordinance). 

40.  To  make  better  provision  for  the  recovery  of  rent  at  Bell  Village 

and  for  the  eviction  of  tenants  for  non-payment  thereof. 

41.  To  amend  Ordinances  No.  23  of  1887  and  32  of  1909  (Bankruptcy). 

42.  To  regulate  the  issue  of  accepted  accounts. 

43.  To  amend  the  Mare-aux-Vacoas  Works  (Amendment)  Ordinance,  1930. 

44.  To  constitute  the  Seventh-Day  Adventist  Church  in  Mauritius  and 

its  Dependencies  into  a  body  corporate  and  to  make  provision  for 
the  ownership,  vesting  and  management  of  any  property  it  may 
now  possess  or  may  hereafter  acquire  in  Mauritius  and  its 
Dependencies.  • 

45.  To  amend  the  Interest  Ordinance,  1882. 

46.  To  amend  the  Tobacco  Production  and  Marketing  Ordinance,  1930. 

47.  To  amend  the  law  regarding  the  Paper  Currency. 

48.  To  amend  the  Stamps  (Consolidation)  Ordinance,  1926. 
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Ordinances  etc.  passed  in  preceding  years  (in  chronological  order) 
REPEALED  OR  AMENDED  BY  THE  ORDINANCES  OE  1931. 


Ordinances, 

etc. 

affected. 

Subject  matter  or  Short 
Title. 

How  affected. 

Ordinances 

1931. 

Code  of  Com- 

Trade-books 

Repealed  as  useless,  being 

41,  Art.  15 

merce. 

Art.  11 

Woods  and  Forests  ... 

replaced  in  Ordinance  41 
of  1931. 

The  Woods  and  Forests 

5  „  2 

18  of  1874  ... 

55 

Woods  and  Forests  ... 

55  5 5  *  *  * 

Department  constituted 
de  novo  as  the  Forest  De¬ 
partment  and  all  changes 
in  titles  and  powers 
effected. 

Re-adjustments  necessary 
under  the  new  constitu¬ 
tion  : 

Arts.  35,  36,  37,  38,  39,  40, 

5  „  21 

55  ... 

5  5  5  5  ’  *  * 

41  repealed. 

Art.  42  amended  ... 

5  „  9 

P  ... 

5  5  5  5  *  *  * 

,,  43  ,, 

5  „  10 

13  of  1875  ... 

Woods  and  Forests  ... 

Art.  7  amended  ... 

5  „  11 

55  ... 

5  5  5  5  *  *  * 

„  23  „  . 

5  „  12 

55 

5  5  5  5  *  •  • 

,5  32  ,, 

5  „  13 

55  ... 

5  5  5  5  *  *  * 

55  33  ., 

5  „  14 

55 

55  55  *  * • 

5,  36  „  . 

5  „  15 

55  *  ’  * 

5  5  5  5 

„  41  „  . 

5  .,  16 

28  of  1876  ... 

Paper  currency 

Art.  9  amended  ... 

47  „  2 

5  5  •  •  • 

55  55 

,,  10  repealed  ... 

47  „  3 

10  of  1881  ... 

55  ’  *  * 

Woods  and  Forests  ... 

5  5  5  *  *  * 

Re-adjustments  under  the 
new  Constitution  : 

Art.  36  amended  ... 

5  „  17 

55  *  •  * 

55  55  '  *  * 

5,  50  „  . 

5  „  18 

55  *  0  * 

5  5  5  5  *  *  * 

,,  56  repealed  ... 

5  „  21 

35  of  1882  ... 

Interest  Ordinance  ... 

Legal  rate  under  Article  3 

45  „  2 

23  of  1887  ... 

Bankruptcy 

lowered  from  9  per  cent, 
to  6  per  cent. 

Art.  32  amended  ... 

41  „  5 

55  *  *  * 

55  •  *  •  *  *  • 

5,  71  „  . 

41  „  6 

55  *  *  * 

55  • *  #  *  *  * 

„  H8  „  . 

41  „  7 

55  *  '  • 

55 

5,  135  „  . 

41  „  8 

55  •  *  * 

55  *  ’  °  •  •  • 

„  136  „  . 

41  „  4 

55 

5  5  *  0  *  *  *  * 

5  5  5  5  55  *  *  *  #  •  * 

41  „  8 

32  of  1888  ... 

Boiler  explosions  (Acci- 

Art.  16  repealed  ... 

13  „  41 

31  of  1890  ... 

dents  resulting). 
Church  of  Scotland  ... 

Art.  2  amended  ... 

38  „  2 

31  of  1895  ... 

Beau  Bassin  and  B,ose 

Art.  7  amended  ... 

20  „  9 

55 

Hill  (Markets  and 
Slaughter  Houses). 

55  55  55 

55  8  „ 

20  „  7 

32  of  1895  ... 

Quatre  Bornes  (Markets 

7 

5  5  1  5  5  *  '  *  *  *  * 

21  „  9 

55 

and  Slaughter  Houses). 

5  5  5  5  5  5  *  *  * 

Q 

5  5  °  55  •  *  •  '  *  * 

21  „  7 
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Ordinances, 

etc. 

affected. 

Subject  matter  or  Short 
Title. 

How  affected. 

Ordinances 

1931. 

8  of  1898  ... 

Interpretat ion  and 
Common  Form. 

Section  E  (Departmental 
Definitions)  of  Article  29 
amended. 

5,  Art.  19 

23  of  1903  ... 

Control  over  Port  Louis 
markets. 

Powers  of  Municipal  Cor¬ 
poration  under  Articles 
72  (i)  and  (ii)  enlarged. 

37  „ 

21 

36  of  1904  ... 

Distilleries 

Art.  16  amended  ... 

6  ,3 

8 

55  *  *  * 

55  *  *  *  *  *  # 

24 

■  J  JL.  j  j  •••  ••• 

6  „ 

13 

32  of  1909  ... 

Bankruptcy 

Art.  5  amended  ... 

41  „ 

4 

55 

55  *  *  *  *  *  ' 

5  5  5  5  5  5  *  *  *  #  #  * 

41  „ 

8 

„ 

55  •  • •  '•* 

Power  of  Magistrate  under 
Article  13  to  be  exercisa¬ 
ble  by  an  Inspector  of 
Police. 

41  „ 

13 

20  of  1910  ... 

Merchant  Shipping  ... 

Art.  2  extended  to  ships 
calling  in  for  oil  fuel, 
water,  or  store. 

4  „ 

2 

17  of  1912  . 

Cinematograph 

Power  of  control  of  Govern¬ 
or  in  Executive  Council 
under  Article  6  extended. 

15  „ 

20 

44  of  1913  ... 

Curepipe  (Markets  and 
Slaughter  Houses). 

Power  of  Board  to  make 
Regulations  under  Article 
1  enlarged. 

22  „ 

2 

33 

55  55  55 

Art.  3  amended  ... 

22  „ 

3 

33 

55  55  55 

4 

55  ^  55 

22  „ 

4 

47  of  1914  ... 

Succession  duties 

Art.  5  amended 

8  „ 

2 

55 

55  55  * • * 

,,  6  extended  to  dona¬ 

tions  inter  vivos. 

8  „ 

3 

29  of  1915  ... 

Beau  Bassin  and  Rose 
Hill  (Markets  and 
Slaughter  Houses). 

Art.  5  repealed 

20  „ 

9 

33 

33  33  33 

,,6  ,,  ... 

20  „ 

9 

33 

33  33  33 

7 

3  3  ‘  33 

20  „ 

9 

30  of  1915  ... 

Quatre  Bornes  (Markets 
and  Slaughter  Houses.) 

Art.  5  repealed 

21  „ 

9 

33 

55  55  55 

,,6  ,,  ...  ... 

21  „ 

9 

55  *  •  * 

55  55  55 

7 

5  5  1  55  *  •  '  *  *  * 

21  „ 

9 

32  of  1915  ... 

Licences  (of  manufac¬ 
turers  of  gold  and 
silver  wares.) 

Powers  of  Police  Inspectors 
under  Article  86  extended 
to  all  Police  Officers  not 
below  Sub-Inspectors. 

7  „ 

21 

9  of  1918  ... 

Fisheries 

Weight  of  bait  to  be  taken 
under  Article  15  increased. 

29  „ 

2 

55  *  *  * 

55  *  *  •  *  *  * 

Schedule  B  amended 

29  „ 

3 

35  of  1921  ... 

Harbour  dues  ... 

Exemption  under  Article  1 
extended. 

11  „ 

2 

16  of  1922  ... 

Liquor  licences 

Art.  16  repealed  ... 

28  „ 

7 

18  of  1922  ... 

Distilleries 

Art.  11  repealed  ... 

6  „ 

18 

31  of  1925  ... 

Pensions 

Art.  3  repealed  ... 

24  „ 

2 

22  of  1926  ... 

Stamp  duties  ... 

.  ... 

Duty  on  Policies  of  Insur¬ 
ance  under  the  W orkmen’s 
Compensation  Ordinance 
to  be  levied  under  Article 
14. 

48  „ 
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Ordinances, 

etc. 

affected. 

Subject  matter  or  Short 
Title. 

* 

How  affected. 

Ordinances 

1931. 

31  of  1927  ... 

Distilleries 

Art.  3  amended 

6,  Art.  14 

37  of  1927  ... 

Aloe  Fibre  Factories 
(accidents  in). 

Art.  8  repealed 

13  „  41 

46  of  1927  ... 

Excise  Duty  on  tobacco 

Duty  under  Article  3  raised 

19  „  3 

24  of  1929  ... 

Customs  Tariff 

Schedule  amended 

17  „  2 

,, 

33  >3 

Schedule  amended  to  raise 
import  duties  on  oils  and 
tobacco. 

23  „  3 

55 

55  5  5 

All  import  duties  raised  by 
10  per  cent,  except  on 
certain  articles. 

23  „  4 

21  of  1930  ... 

Registration  duties  ... 

Art.  3  amended  ... 

8  „  4 

30  of  1930  ... 

Mare  -  aux  -  Yacoas 
water-rates. 

Art.  3  amended 

43  „  2 

34  of  1930  ... 

Customs  Tariff 

Art.  3  amended  ... 

17  „  3 

37  of  1930  ... 

Mauritius  Jockey  Club 

Art.  3  amended  ... 

32  „  22 

55 

55  55  55 

33  ^  „ 

46  „  19 

38  of  1930  ... 

Tobacco  production  and 
marketing. 

Art.  3  amended  ... 

46  „  3 

55  ... 

55  5  5 

33  ^  33  . 

46  „  4 

55  •  .  . 

55  55 

„  io  „  . 

46  „  5 

55 

33  33 

3,  11  „  . 

46  „  6 

55  ... 

5  5  5  5 

„  15  „  . 

46  „  7 

55 

3  3  3  3 

33  16  33  . 

46  „  8 

55 

3  3  3  3 

33  20  ,, 

46  „  9 

33 

5  5  5  5  *  *  * 

„  26  „  . 

46  „  10 

5? 

5  5  5  5 

„  28  „  . 

46  „  11 

55  *  *  * 

5  5  55 

„  30  „  . 

46  „  12 

55 

5  5  5  5 

33  31  ,, 

46  „  13 

55 

5  5  5  5 

33  32  ,, 

46  „  14 

33 

5  5  5  5  #  * 

33  36  „  . 

46  „  15 

55  *  '  * 

5  5  5  5  *  •  • 

33  3  8  ,, 

46  „  16 
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APPENDIX  III. 

Subsidiary  Legislation  passed  in  1931. 

A. — Proclamations,  1931. 

No. 

1.  To  grant  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  to  the  “  Soonee  Muslim  Jamaate  ” 

Society. 

2.  To  grant  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  to  the  “  L’Aide  Fratornelle  ” 

Society. 

3.  To  fix  the  rate  of  exchange  for  the  purpose  of  levying  ad  valorem  Cus¬ 

toms  duty  on  imported  goods. 

4.  To  remit  stamp  duties  and  registration  fees  chargeable  on  instruments 

executed  by  or  on  behalf  of  “  The  Pont  Praslin  Co-operative  Credit 
Society.” 

5.  To  grant  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  to  the  “  Shivopasak  Sabha  ” 

Society. 

6.  To  grant  a  Charter  of  Incorporation  to  the  u  Tamil  Shanda  Couna 

Nanda  Shabay  ”  Society. 

7.  To  proclaim  certain  areas  in  the  Colony  to  be  infected  or  suspected  to 

be  infected  with  a  plant  disease. 

8.  To  appoint  a  date  for  taking  the  census  of  1931. 

9.  To  authorize  the  General  Electric  Supply  Company  of  Mauritius, 

Limited,  to  supply  electricity  within  a  certain  area. 

10.  To  authorize  Mr.  V.  E.  Desvaux  to  continue  to  supply  electricity  within 

the  area  defined  in  Proclamation  No.  1  of  1910. 

11.  To  declare  all  lands  planted  with  tobacco  to  be  infected  or  suspected 

of  being  infected  with  a  plant  disease  (black  shank  disease). 

12.  To  open  the  Council  of  Government. 

13.  To  fix  the  rate  of  exchange  for  purposes  of  Customs  duty. 

14.  To  proclaim  Monday  25th  May,  1931,  to  be  a  Bank  and  Office  Holiday. 

15.  To  repeal  article  2  (c)  of  Proclamation  No.  11  of  1931. 

16.  To  put  into  force  The  Distilleries  (Amendment)  Ordinance,  1931. 

17.  To  authorize  the  “  Marathies  Prem  Wardhak  Mandali  ”  Society  to 

accept  a  donation. 

18.  To  put  into  force  the  Mauritius  Loan  (Appropriation)  Ordinance,  1931. 

19.  To  proclaim  the  rate  of  the  special  export  duty  on  the  sugars  of  the 

1931-32  crop. 

20.  To  authorize  the  Brothers  of  Christian  Schools  Society  to  accept  a 

donation. 

21.  To  proclaim  Latour  Branch  Road. 

22.  To  authorize  the  Electric  Generating  Power  (Mauritius)  Company, 

Limited,  to  supply  electricity  within  certain  areas. 

23.  To  put  into  force  the  Workmen’s  Compensation  Ordinance,  1931. 

24.  To  fix  the  rate  of  exchange  for  the  purpose  of  levying  Customs  duty. 

25.  To  put  into  force  the  Bankruptcy  (Amendment)  Ordinance,  1931. 

26.  To  authorize  Mr.  Pierre  Mauvis  to  supply  electricity  within  a  certain 

area  (Pamplemousses),  and  part  of  Port  Louis. 

B. — Government  Notifications,  1931. 

Advertisements ; — exhibition  of,  outside  the  limits  of  the  Municipality  and 
of  the  Townships  in  the  rural  districts. 

Advertisements; — within  the  limits  of  the  town  of  Curepipe. 
Advertisements; — within  the  limits  of  Beau  Bassin  and  Rose  Hill. 
Agricultural  Chemists; — Registration  and  syllabus  of  examination. 

Ball  valve  bottles  as  containers  of  aerated  waters ; — Extension  of  the  time 
limit  within  which  the  use  thereof  is  authorized. 

Dangerous  substances; — Storage  of. 

Distilleries  Ordinance,  1904,  as  subsequently  amended ; — Regulations  made 
thereunder. 
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Education  Code,  1917. — Regulations  made  Thereunder. 

History  of  Mauritius  added  to  the  syllabus  of  studies  for  Teachers’ 
Examinations. 

Royal  College; — Award  of  scholarship  and  exhibitions. 

Staffing  of  primary  schools. 

Electric  Lighting  and  Power  Ordinance,  1902,  as  subsequently  amended; — - 
Regulations  made  thereunder. 

Fisheries  Ordinance,  1918; — Regulations  made  thereunder. 

Hurricane  Loan  (Appropriation)  'Ordinance,  1931 ; — Regulations  made  there¬ 
under. 

Levying  of  fees  for  the  posting  up  in  streets  of  bills,  advertisements,  etc.,  in 
the  Township  of  Curepipe,  Quatre  Bornes,  Beau  Bassin,  and  Rose  Hill. 
Licence  to  butcher  (Rodrigues) . 

Licence  to  manufacturer  of  salt  (Rodrigues). 

Licence  to  seller  and  hawker  of  firewood  (Ro  drigues). 

Liquor  Ordinance,  1922,  Regulations  made  thereunder. 

Markets  and  Slaughter  Houses  fees,  Curepipe. 

Mental  hospital ; — Diet  scale. 

Motor  Vehicles  Ordinance,  1921; — Regulations  made  thereunder. 

Pension  Law  No.  31  of  1881  as  subsequently  amended; — Addition  of  certain 
Colonies  to  Schedule  D  thereof. 

Postal  Regulations. 

Air  mail  service. 

Cash  on  delivery  Parcel  Post  Service  between  France  and  Mauritius. 
Insured  boxes; — charges  on. 

Money  Orders  on  Ceylon ; — commission  on. 

Money  Orders  on  India; — commission  on. 

Money  Orders ;— exchange  of,  with  Hong  Kong. 

Parcels  to  France  and  French  Colonies,  etc.,  in  transit  through  France; — 
rate  of  postage. 

Parcels  to  the  United  Kingdom; — postage,  registration,  and  insurance 
fees. 

Postage  fees  on  letters,  post  cards,  etc. 

Postage  fees  on  parcels  to  Madagascar. 

Postage  fees  on  parcels  to  Mozambique. 

Postage  fees  on  parcels  to  Reunion. 

Postage  fees  on  parcels  to  the  Union  of  South  Africa,  to  Bechuanaland 
Protectorate,  to  Southern  Rhodesia,  and  Northern  Rhodesia  through  the 
Union  of  South  Africa. 

Radio  telegrams  to  Reunion  Island. 

Radio  telegrams  to  ships  at  sea; — Charges  for  the  transmission  of. 
Rodrigues  cattle,  Shipping  Regulations. 

Rodrigues  licences  (Consolidating)  Regulation,  1921,  amended. 

Slaughtering  of  cattle  when  allowed. 

Supreme  Court  Rules. 

Persons  admitted  to  practise  as  Attorneys. 

Tobacco  Ordinance,  1927; — Proviso  added  to  Regulations  No.  150  of  30th 
September,  1930. 

Wireless  Operators; — -Rules  for  the  issue  of  certificates  of  proficiency  to. 
Workmen’s  Compensation  Ordinance,  1931; — Regulations  made  thereunder. 
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EMPIRE  MARKETING  BOARD 

PUBLICATIONS. 

Note  on  the  work  of  the  Board  and  Statement  of  Research  and  other 
Grants  approved  by  the  Secretary  of  State  from  July,  1926,  to 
March,  1932.  Cmd.  4121.  9 d.  (10d.). 

Fruit  Supplies  in  1930.  (E.M.B.  38.)  Is.  (Is.  3d.). 

Changes  in  the  Demand  for  Butter.  (E.M.B.  39.)  Is.  (Is.  Id.). 

Report  on  Development  of  Agriculture  in  the  Bahamas.  (E.M.B.  40.) 

Is.  (Is.  2d.). 

A  Preliminary  Report  on  an  investigation  into  the  Control  of 

West  Indian  Insect  PeSts.  (E.M.B.  42.)  Is.  (Is.  5d.). 

Recent  Advances  in  Pasture  Management.  (E.M.B.  43.)  Is.  (Is.  2d.). 

Dairy  Research.  (E.M.B.  44.)  Is.  (Is.  2d.). 

Transport  and  Storage  of  Bananas  with  special  reference  to  Chilling. 

(E.M.B.  45.)  Is.  (Is.  2d.). 

British  Empire  Hardwoods  from  the  point  of  view  of  Turnery.  2s.  (2s.  2d.). 
Wool  Quality  :  A  Study  of  the  Influence  of  various  contributory  factors, 
their  significance  and  the  technique  of  their  measurement.  Cloth. 

£1  Is.  (£1  Is.  9d.). 

Australian  and  New  Zealand  Fruit  Shipments.  Report  of  an  investiga¬ 
tion  into  the  deterioration  in  transit  of  Imported  Australian  and 
New  Zealand  Fruit,  1927-30.  (E.M.B.  46.)  ,1s.  (Is.  2d.). 

Banana  Breeding  at  the  Imperial  College  of  Tropical  Agriculture. 

(E.M.B.  47.)  Is.  (Is.  2d.). 

Imperial  Sugar  Cane  Research  Conference,  1931.  Report  of  Proceedings. 

2s.  6d.  (2s.  lid.). 

Further  Changes  in  the  Demand  for  Butter,  July,  1928,  and  July,  1931. 

Report  of  an  Investigation  into  the  Retail  Marketing  of  Butter  in 
v  Nottingham.  (E.M.B.  48  r)  Is.  (Is.  Id.). 

Fruit  Supplies  in  1931.  (E.M.B.  49.)  Is.  (Is.  3d.). 

The  Demand  for  Honey.  (E.M.B.  50.)  Is.  (Is.  2d.). 

Milk  Price  Margins.  A  Report  on  the  Differences  between  Producers’ 

Prices,  Wholesale  Prices  and  Retail  Prices  of  Liquid  Milk  in  certain 
Large  Cities  in  Different  Countries.  (E.M.B.  51.)  Is.  (Is.  2d.). 

Dairy  Produce  Supplies  in  1931.  (E.M.B.  52.)  Is.  Qs.  3d.). 

Empire  Marketing  Board.  May,  1931,  to  May,  1932.  (E.M.B.  53.)  Is.  (Is.  3d.). 

Survey  of  Vegetable  Oilseeds  and  Oils.  Vol.  I.  Oil  Palm  Products. 

(E.M.B.  54.)  Is.  (Is.  4d.). 

Canned  and  Dried  Fruit  Supplies  in  1931.  (E.M.B.  55.)  Is.  (Is.  3d.). 

The  Demand  for  Canned  Vegetables.  (E.M.B.  56.)  Is.  (Is.  Id.). 

Wool  Survey.  A  Summary  of  Production  and  Trade  in  the  Empire  and 

2s.  (2s.  6d.). 
Is.  (Is.  2d.). 
Is.  (Is.  2d.), 
and 

Is.  (Is.  4d.). 


Foreign  Countries.  (E.M.B.  57.) 

Cattle  Breeding  in  Jamaica  and  Trinidad.  (E.M.B.  58.) 

The  Storage  of  Tropically-grown  Tomatoes.  (E.M.B.  59.) 

Control  of  Wastage  in  Bananas,  with  special  reference  to  Time 
Temperature  Factors.  (E.M.B.  60.) 


All  Prices  are  net.  Those  in  parentheses  include  Postage. 


Obtainable  from  the  Sale  Offices  of 

HIS  MAJESTY’S  STATIONERY  OFFICE 

at  the  Addresses  shown  on  the  Front  Cover  of  this  Report, 

OR  THROUGH  ANY  BOOKSELLER. 
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COLONIAL  ANNUAL  REPORTS. 


H.M.  Stationery  Office  publishes  the  Annual  Reports  on  British 
Colonies  and  Protectorates.  These  Reports  appear  each  year 
and  they  are  supplied  at  the  Subscription  price  of  40s.  per 
annum.  (This  rate  does  not  include  Mandated  Territories.) 
Individual  Reports  may  also  be  purchased  and  standing  orders 

placed  for  their  annual  supply. 

BAHAMAS. 

BARBADOS. 

BASUTOLAND. 

BECHUANALAND  PROTECTORATE. 

BERMUDA.  N 

BRITISH  GUIANA, 

BRITISH  HONDURAS. 

BRITISH  SOLOMON  ISLANDS  PRO¬ 
TECTORATE. 

BRUNEI,  STATE  OF. 

CAYMAN  ISLANDS  (JAMAICA). 

CEYLON. 

COLONIAL  SURVEY  COMMITTEE 
REPORT. 

CYPRUS. 

FALKLAND  ISLANDS. 

FEDERATED  MALAY  STATES. 

FIJI. 

GAMBIA. 

GIBRALTAR. 

GILBERT  &  ELLICE  ISLANDS. 

GOLD  COAST. 

GRENADA. 

HONG  KONG. 

JAMAICA.  ZANZIBAR  PROTECTORATE . 


MANDATED  TERRITORIES. 


Annual  Reports  are  published  on  the  undermentioned  territories 
administered  by  H.M.  Government  under  mandate  from  the 

League  of  Nations. 

BRITISH  CAMEROONS.  PALESTINE  AND  TRANS  JORDAN. 

BRITISH  TOGOLAND.  TANGANYIKA  TERRITORY. 


IRAQ. 


For  further  particulars  as  to  the  latest  reports  and  prices  apply  to  any  of  the 

Sale  Offices  of  H.M.  Stationery  Office. 


CROWN  AGENTS  FOR  THE  COLONIES. 

Publications  issued  by  the  Governments  of  British  Colonies,  Protectorates,  and 
Mandated  Territories,  can  be  obtained  from  the  Crown  Agents  for  the 
Colonies,  4,  Millbank,  Westminster,  S.W.l.  They  include  Departmental 

Reports,  Laws,  Handbooks,  etc. 
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JOHORE. 

KEDAH  AND  PERLIS. 

KELANTAN. 

KENYA  COLONY  &  PROTEs 
LEEWARD  ISLANDS. 

MAURITIUS. 

NEW  HEBRIDES. 

NIGERIA. 

NORTHERN  RHODE 
NYASALAND. 

ST.  HELENA. 

ST.  LUCIA. 

ST.  VINCENT. 

SEYCHELLES. 

SIERRA  LEONE . 

SOMALILAND. 

STRAITS  SETTLEMENTS 
SWAZILAND. 

TONGAN  ISLANDS  PROTECTORATE. 
TRENGGANU. 

TRINIDAD  &  TOBAGO. 

TURKS  &  CAICOS  ISLANDS. 
UGANDA. 
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